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INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

THE present volume is one of a series of selections from
the Punjab Government records which have been published
by the Punjab Government. The volumes constituting the
series are—

The Delhi Residency and

Agency Records ... 1807-1857, Volume I.

The Ludhiana Agency Records, 1808-1815, Volume II.

The Political Diaries of the
Resident at Lahore and his

Assistants ... 1846-1849,  Volumes
IIT—-VIL
The Mutiny Records—Corres-
pondence and Reports ... 18567-1858,  Volumes
VII and VIII each
in two Parta.

It had been intended to issue further volumes also, dealing
with (a) the records of the Karnal, Ambala and Ludhiana
Agencies (including the despatches of Sir D. Ochterlony,
Superintendent of Political Affairs and Agent to the Gover-
nor-General at Ludhiana, and the diaries of his Assistant,
Captain G. Birch), 1816—1840 ; (b) the records of the North-
West Frontier Agency, 1840—1845, and (c) those of the
Lahore Residency, 1846—1849 ; but it has been found neces-
sary on financial grounds to postpone the publication of
these further papers.

The material for the volumes issued has been prepared
and put through the Press by Mr. A. Raynor, late Registrar
of the Punjab Civil Secretariat.

LAHORE :
December 1916.






PREFACE.

—a—

THIS volume contains the Reports on events in 1857 sub-
mitted in 1858 by Commissioners of Divisions and District
Officers to Mr. R. Montgomery, Judicial Commissioner of the
Punjab, and also a reprint of the “Punjab Mutiny Report,”
which has been included for convenience of reference. Mr.
Montgomery’s Report, compiled from the reports of Commis-
sioners and District Officers, reached the Chief Commissioner of
the Punjab, 8ir J. Lawrence, in March 1858, and was
submitted to the Government of India with a Narrative and
Comments by Sir J. Lawrence in a letter dated the 25th of
May 1858, from Mr. R. Temple (later Sir Richard), who was
then Secretary to the Chief Commissioner. It may be noted
that the names of persons and places have been spelt as in the
original manuscript.

Mr. Montgomery’s Report and Sir J. Lawrence’s Narra-
tive and Comments formed the ¢ Punjab Mutiny Report,”
which first appeared in a Blue Book issued in 1859, and was
later reprinted more than once by the Punjab Government.

With the exception of the following, which were pub-
lished in the Blue Book already referred to, the Divisional and
District Reports have not appeared in print before : —

(#) Report by Mr. G. C. Barnes on events in the Cis-
Sutlej States, with the reports on the Ambéla
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and Ludhidna Districts submitted by Messrs.
T. D. Forsyth and G. H. M. Ricketts,
Deputy Commissioners of those districts respec-
tively.

(5) The Amritsar District Report by Mr. F. H. Cooper,
Deputy Commissioner.

(¢) The report on events in the Peshdwar Division by
Lieutenant-Colonel Herbert Edwardes, with the
Hazéra District Report by Major J. R. Becher,
Deputy Commissioner.
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CHAPTER I

R —

 BEPORTS ON EVENTS IN THE CIS-SUTLEJ DIVISION.
——

1. From Georex O4rnisc Barngs, Esquire, Commissioner and
Superintendent, COis-Sutlej States, to Rossrr Monrt.
eonErr, Esquire, Judicial Commissioner for the Punj-
ab,—No, 64, dated Umballa, 5th February 1858,

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your
Circular No. 5, dated the 16th instant, calling for a report
on the administration of this territory during the late crisis.

2. I returned from England and resumed charge of my Ambila

office towards the close of March last ; at that time the station
of Umballa contained the following troops :—

Her Majesty’s 9th Lancers.

4th Regiment, Bengal Cavalry.

5th Bengal Native Infantry,

60th Bengal Native Infantry.

2 Troops, Horse Artillery (Europeans).

The Musketry Depdt for teaching the new drill was also locat-
ed at Umballa, and included detachments from various sepoy
regiments, all under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel
Greathead, of Her Majesty’s 8th Foot. General Sir H.

garrison at
the time of
the outbreak,
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Retrospect
of the state
of the Bengal
Army.

Immediate
cause of the
revolt.

Barnard also’ arrived about this time from England and
assumed charge of the Sirhind Division.

8. At the outeet of this report I trust I shall be excused
for taking a very brief retrospect of the state of Upper India
at the commencement of the year 1857. The discipline and
loyalty of the Bengal Army, from a variety of causes, had
been gradually undermined. The eampaigns of Affghanistan,
Scinde, Gwalior and the Punjab had partially diverted the
thoughts of the sepoys from their own position, but subsequent
inaction in quarters had afforded them ample opportunity for
reflecting on and estimating their own strength ; it became
impossible to conceal from them that they were opposed only
by an inadequate force of Europeans, The arsenals, the forts,
the public treasure, were all in their hands, and the Government
itself existed only by their forbearance; sedition was spread
from corps to corps by letters and by fanatical mendicants,
and organized by secret deliberations, until at last a general
spirit of disaffection pervaded all ranks of the Native Army
and wanted only a pretext to explode into open rebellion,

4. The spark which lit the train was undoubtedly the
greased cartridges. A change in the shape of a turban had
led, in 1806, to the mutiny and massacre of Europeans at
Vellore ; and there can be no doubt that the danger to their
caste, supposed to be hidden in the obnoxious cartridge, was
sufficient cause, in the existing temper of the sepoys, to
incite a revolt. Incendiary fires began to blaze in every large
cantonment, and soon the special grievance of the new cart-
ridge was lost in the unmistakable signs of a general mutiny.
In February the 19th Native Infantry refused even the old
cartridges which, in common with the whole Bengal Army,
they had used for years. A fanatic of the 34th Native
Infantry attacked his Adjutant, Lieutenant Baugh, sword in
hand, and the sepoys on main guard looked on, passive and
exulting spectators. The troopers of the 8rd Cavalry at
Meerut also insolently rejected the old familiar cartridges,
and shortly the sepoy rebellion, with all its horrors and heroic
incidents, burst upon us,
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5. At Umballa the incendiary fires began early in March,
and continued, at intervals, until the outbreak. The sepoys
were all along suspected, and even among themselves the
6th Native Infantry accused the 60th Regiment, and the 60th
Regiment the 5th, while both accused the soldiers of the
Musketry Depdt. An offer of 1,000 rupees reward, made with
your sanction, failed to discover the perpetrators. The houses
and property of the officers and men attached to the depdt,
or assigned to them for shelter, were especially marked out
for destruction ; and the Government also was a heavy loser.
Affairs remained in this unsettled state until Sunday, the
10th of May, the ever-memorable day on which the Native
troops at Meerut broke out into mutiny, and, after burning the
station and massacring all the Europeans they could find,
marched unopposed to seize the fortrese and arsenal of Delhi.
On that day the two sepoy regiments at Umballa, probably by
concert with their comrades at Meerut, rushed out of their
lines, broke open the bells of arms, and began to form and
load under the direction of their Native Officers. General
Barnard acted with promptitude, and ordered out the 9th
Lancers and the Horse Artillery, and, while they were getting
ready, he rode down, attended by his staff, and succeeded in
pacifying the sepoys. The men returned to their lines, and
restored their arms to the places where they were usually
kept. Next day General Barnard issued an address to the
native regiments, assuring them of his satisfaction at their
return to duty and promising them, if they behaved well,
that their misconduct on the 10th should be overlooked.

6. On the afternoon of the 11th May, while the horrors
at Delhi were yet enacting, a brief telegraphic message came
up the line from the signaller at Delhi to the signaller at
Umballa. It conveyed the news of the seiaure of Delhi by
the mutineers, the murder of their officers by the 54th and
88th, and the preparation for flight made by all the Euro-
peans who had escaped the general massacre; the same
message was flashed along the line to the extreme frontier
and transmitted by post to every station off the Grand Trunk

Early symp.
toms of dis-
content at
Ambila.

The news of
the Delhi
massacre.
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Road. Thus a monopoly of intelligence was secured for the
Europeans, and by means of the telegraph we were enabled to
prepare ourselves for the coming storm. The sepoy guards at
Phillour and Ferozepoor were speedily set aside by European
troops, and the inestimable advantage of two well-stocked
arsenals was secured for our side. Their preservation under
God’s Providence is attributable to the telegraph, and in the
future administration of India the telegraph must play an
important part. No native should be taught the signals, and
science must be pressed to devise means for the effectual
protection of the wires.

7. At this time I was at Kussowlee; the news was
known there on the 12th, and arrangements were immediately
made for getting carriage for the 75th and other European
regiments in the hills. The 75th marched the same after-
noon, and I reached Umballa on the night of the 13th. Mr.
Forsyth had written to summon the Maharajah of Putteeala
and the Rajahs of Nabha and Jheend. His orders were con-
firmed by me on the 14th, and as my first thoughts were for
the protection of my own division, I made the following
arrangements.

8. The first object was to provide for the safety of the
Grand Trunk Road, and the two stations of Thanesur and
Loodiana, which were without reliable troops. I accordingly
directed the Rajah of Jheend to proceed to Kurnaul with all
his available force ; Captain McAndrew, an energetic officer,
Assistant Commissioner at Umballa, was deputed to accompany
him, and started at once with some Putteeala sowars. The
Mabarajah of Putteeala, at my request, sent a detachment of
all arms, and three guns, under his brother, to Thanesur, on
the Grand Trunk Road, between Umballa and Kurnaul. The
Rajah of Nabha and the Nawab of Maleir Kotla were
requested to march with their men to Loodiana, and the Rajah
of Fureedkote was desired to place himself under the orders of
the Deputy Commissioner, Ferozepoor. Thus all points of the
main line of road were secured ; and the Rajah of Jheend was
also instructed to collect supplics and carriage for the field
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force, to protect the station of Kurnaul and to get trustworthy
intelligence of the mutineers at Delhi. At the same time a
‘telegraph station was established at Kurnaul..

9. My next thought was for the treasure: at Umballa
there were 34 lakhs under a guard of the 5th Native Infantry ;
at Thanesur about a lakh under a detachment of the same
regiment. At Loodiana the treasure (about 1% lakhs) was
guarded by a company of the 8rd Native Infantry from
Phillour. At Ferozepoor there was a considerable sum in the
hands of a detachment of the 57th Native Infantry, and the
Simla treasure was guarded by a party of Goorkhas of the
Nusseeree Battalion. The Umballa treasure was escorted by
the sepoys themselves, and lodged safely in the quarter-guard
of the 1st Bengal Fusiliers, who had just come down from the
hills. Captain McNeile, at Thanesur, adopted the same
means for sending in his treasure to Umballa; Mr. Ricketts
sent his money to Phillour, and the Deputy Commissioner at
Ferozepoor removed his treasure to the fort, and placed it
under charge of a guard from Her Majesty’s 61st Regiment.
Thus all the public money in the treasuries in the plains was
at once placed in security. At Simla alone was any risk
incurred. For a time the treasure there was in the hands of
a mutinous guard, but eventually it escaped plunder. The
branch treasury at Kussowlee was not so fortunate. The
money belonging to Government, about 80,000 rupees, was
saved by the Assistant Commissioner, Mr. Taylor, although
the guard were in open mutiny, But the deposits ! lodged for
safety by the Commissariat officer and Executive Engineer
were carried off by the Goorkhas ; and though 12,963 rupees
were eventually recovered by Lord W. Hay, yet the balance,
or 20,080 rupees, was lost to Government.

10. On the 16th May General Anson and the head-
quarters staff arrived at Umballa. His first act was to confirm
General Barnard’s promises and to pardon the two Native

Re. A, P,
2 Treasury money e % s+ 204314 1

Commissariat Department « o+ 16000 0 O
Executive Engineer’s Department o 14000 0 O
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regiments for their behaviour on the 10th. Those orders
were given unwillingly, and afterwards embarrassed the Com-
mander-in-Chief. One of the regiments, the 60th, actually
marched with the Field Force, and eventually went over to the
mutineers with their arms and ammunition.

Difficulties in 11. Within five days of the first intelligence of the Delhi
Q,?,‘};;‘E,d massacre there were collected at Umballa three regiments of

fus startof  European Infantry (the 75th Foot, the st and 2nd Bengal

Force. Fusiliers), one regiment of Dragoons (the 9th Lancers), and
two troops of European Horse Artillery, with 6-pounder guns.
There was a great scarcity of ammunition (both for light field
ordnance and small arms) in store at Umballa. The Nusseeree
Battalion, which bad been ordered to march to Loodiana and
escort the Siege Train, mutinied at the eleventh hour. The
Commissary-General and the Superintending Surgeon sent in
rather extravagant indents for supplies, carriage, doolies and
doolie-bearers. It was an especial feature of this crisis that
all classes of natives seemed to think us embarked on a desper-
ate cause. The Commissariat department was quite paralysed,
and the camp followers, so necessary to the efficiency of an
army in India, deserted the station like rats from a sinking
ship. The natives secemed aghast at the enormity of the odds
against us, and held aloof ; the entire burthen of furnishing
carriage and supplies fell upon the Civil department, and Mr.
Forsyth made the most strenuous exertions to meet the emer-
gency. With the aid of the loyal Sikh Chiefs, carts, camels,
mules, doolies and bearers were at last secured, and the first
detachment of the advancing army marched on the 17th and
was followed by the last on the 23rd May.

'tfhme giifes‘:féeqf 12. The station of Umballa was left with four weak
territory and companies (about 250 men) of the 2nd Bengal Fusiliers, the
z&ug‘:&: 5th Regiment, Native Infantry, and some 6-pounder guns, to
dered by the  man which we had only Native Artillerymen. A redoubt was
Chiefs erected, with the church in the centre, and the remaining

residents were concentrated in the houses around. A militia

was formed of uncovenanted officers ; and the magazine, the

treasure, and the commissariat stores were all lodged in the
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redoubt, which was garrisoned by a company of the Fusiliers,
Owing to the defection of the Nussceree Battalion, there was
no available escort for the Siege Train or for the ammunition
so urgently needed by the army. I offered, however, to fur-
nish political escorts, and accordingly the Siege Train came
down from Phillour under a guard of horse and foot furnished
by the Nabha Rajah, and accompanied by a detachment of the
9th Irregulars, under Lieutenant Campbell. The ammuni-
tion was conveyed by a party of the district police, and so,
throughout the campaign, the most important military stores
were constantly sent down under the charge of contingente
furnished by the Chiefs of the Cis-Sutlej States ; their troops
protected our stations, and patrolled the Grand Trunk Road
from Ferozepoor and Phillour down to the very walls of Delhi.
The safety of this province may be attributed to their loyalty

and good example. The Rajah of Jheend, with Captain’

McAndrew and a small but well-disciplined force, acted as the
vanguard of the army, and by my directions kept always in
advance. When the first detachment of Europeans reached
Kurnaul this little band proceeded 22 miles further to Panee-
put, quieting the country, securing the road, and collecting
supplies; and in this manner they advanced boldly to within
20 miles of Delhi. A detachment of the Jheend troops seized
the bridge at Bhagput, and thus enabled the Meerut force
to join head-quarters. A party of the Jheend sowars, with
Captain Hodson at their head, rode into Meerut, and opened
our communication with that station. The troops of the Ma-
harajah of Putteeala guarded Thanesur and Umballa ; and
the safety of Loodiana was entrusted to the Rajah of Nabha
and the Kotla Nawab. These eminent services afforded by
the Cis-Sutlej Chiefs are thus casually noticed as part of the
history of the late campaign. I feel under the deepest obliga-
tions to them, and the Governor-General in the Gazette
announcing the fall of Delhi has declared that they shall
not be without their reward.

13. Previous to the departure of the Field Force I had
not neglected measures for the general safety of this large
division, Instead of enlisting new levies of police, I called out

The calling
out of the
Jagirdar
levies.
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the contingents of the jagheerdars who were disfranchised in
1849. These petty nobles are very numerous in the Cis-Sutlej
territory ; they all pay in times of peace a commutation tax of
one-eighth of their income in lieu of service. As these Chiefs
had their homes and estates in this province, I conceived we
had excellent guarantees for their loyalty, and I preferred such
contingents as they could bring to levies of police raised by
ourselves. I therefore issued a general summons demanding
their assistance and relieving them temporarily from the
payment of the commutation. This irregular force was placed
at the disposal of the district officers, and distributed to the
different thannahs and tehseels; they were employed to carry
on the communications, to escort treasure, to guard the ferries,
and patrol the minor lines of road. This measure has had ex-
cellent effect ; all our outposts were strengthened, and a sense
of security generally diffused ; the jagheerdars themselves were
greatly pleased at this mark of confidence, and discharged
their duties with alacrity. Some that had been left out acci-
dentally complained of the omission, and other influential
people not required by their tenure to provide a contingent
came forward with levies equipped at their own cost.

Survey of the 14. At this stage of my narrative I trust I shall be
};’,‘:ité?;’_s():mj excused for reminding you of the extent and position of the
territory. Cis-Sutlej territory. It comprises all the country north of
Kurnaul between the Jumna and the Sutlej; the portions be-
longing to the British Government (excluding the hills) cover
an area of 8,090 square miles, and the foreign territory inter-
mixed with it contains an additional surface of 7,369 square
miles. The Grand Trunk Road traverses the entire length
from Kurnaul to Ferozepoor, a distance of 200 miles. In this
tract there are upwards of four millions of inhabitants. The
people are of mixed races, but more allied to Hindostanees
than to the natives of the Punjab. Throughout the rebellion
the greater part of them have shown sympathy with the
mutineers. The southern frontier rests on the Delhi terrie
tory. On the east lies the Meerut Division. The neighbouring
districts of Sirsa, Hansi, Hissar, Paneeput and Mozuffer-

- nugger were completely disorganized. The Civil authorities
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had either been murdered or obliged to fly. The Magistrate of
Paneeput had no control outside Kurnaul. The Magistrate
at Saharunpore held out most gallantly at the station, but his
district could scarcely be called his own. The predatory popu-
lation was abroad. Armed bands overran the country and
set authority at defiance ; everywhere was anarchy and
confusion.

15. This division acted as a kind of breakwater : beyond
was the raging sea ; inside, as yet, was comparative calm.
It became the duty of myself and the district officers to take
every precaution to preserve the territory from the surround-
ing contagion. The first measure was to close the ferries on
the Jumna. This step had been partially taken on our own
instincts, but it was generally and effectually adopted by the
orders of the Chief Commissioner on every river of the Punjab.
A circular to the following parport was issued by myself on
the 30th May. The police, strengthened by the jagheerdar
contingents, were put on the alert, the roads were well
patrolled, and explicit instructions given “to attack and
destroy any plundering band seen in the actual commission
of crime.”” I promised them that not only would they
be exonerated if fatal consequences ensued, but handsomely
rewarded for such acts of prompt and retributive justice. Any
assemblage of armed and suspicious persons was to be instantly
attacked and dispersed ; sedition was not to be allowed to get
head.” In a circular of the 2nd of June the police were again
exhorted “to use their arms freely ; no responsibility would be
incurred by the man who took the life of a robber in the act of
crime, but, on the contrary, such bold deeds would be reward-
ed by promotion.” A few examples of this sort would check
the spread of crime and be true mercy in the end. These
orders were constantly repeated in demi-official letters, and full
authority was placed in the hands of every Magistrate to act
fearlessly as emergency might dictate. Every available officer
was sent into the interior to preserve the peace and furnished
with an escort of horse and foot to repress disorder wherever
it might show itself. Captain McNeile took the field in
person at Thanesur. Mr. Levien, the Assistant Commissioner,

Measures for
preserving the

public peace.
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was sent to the banks of the Jumna ; and Lieutenant Parsons,
the other Assistant Commissioner, was despatched to Kythul,
at the western extremity of the district, towards Hansi. Mr.
Plowden, of the Civil Service at Umballa, was deputed with
two companies of the 5th Native Infantry and a squadron of
the 4th Lancers (natives) to Jugadree, an important town on
the Jumna, on the high road to Saharunpoor; here also we
had a bridge of boats. The second Assistant Commissioner,
Captain McAndrew, was with the advanced guard of the
army, and there was no Civil officer to send towards Roopur;
but two companies of the 5th, under Captain Gardner (a ref-
ugee from Delhi) proceeded there, and I gave him full powers
to act, if necessary, as a Magistrate. The districts of Loodi-
ana and Ferozepoor were less disturbed, and there was full
work for the Civil authorities in supplying carriage for the
guns and ammunition issuing daily out of the arsenals, in pro-
viding escorts, and in facilitating the passage of the heavy
Siege Train across the sands and branches of the Sutlej.

16. It was too much, however, to expect that with such
examples on all sides we would keep ourselves absolutely free
from contagion. The River Jumna was fordable, and the
population on both banks were a lawless and predatory lot.
The “ Rangurhs”’ of Panceput and Hissar were in success-
ful rebellion, and taunted their brethren in the Cis-Sutlej
territory with their want of courage in still submitting to
the Feringhee. Men’s minds were further unsettled by the
passing of mutineers of the 45th and 57th Native Infantry
from the cantonment of Ferozepoor, and by alarming stories
circulated in every quarter of the desperate position of the
British in India. Towards the end of May and beginning of
June daring outrages were of daily occurrence. The Grand
Trunk Road for some days was not safe. Close to the
Umballa cantonment a villager posted himself on the road
with a gun in his hand, and plundered at his leisure. He
was seized and immediately executed. Villages in Thanesur,
headed by their lumberdars, turned out in broad day fully
armed and equipped, with drums beating and flags flying, to
prey on the weaker villages. Frequent fights occurred, and
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the police were afraid even to report the state of affairs. The
country was getting rapidly disorganized. This was not the
time for hesitation: every highway robber that was seized
was immediately hanged, and at my request the districts of
Thanesur and Umballa, from the 5th June, were placed under
a summary law, declaring highway robbery and all daring
outrages of that stamp punishable with death. The two
companies sent to Roopur, so far from maintaining order,
were the first to excite sedition. The sepoys turned the
butchers out of the town, and maltreated the town-crier, who
was publishing some general order of the district officer.
They were, of course, recalled, but on their way back the
worst of them absconded. However, five were singled out,
and the crime of sedition proved against them; one Sirdar
Mohur Singh, of Roopur, who had made himself conspicuous,
was also seized. These men were tried by myself and Mr.
Forsyth on the 5th June, and hanged the same day.

17. I should here mention that three days after the
Commander-in-Chief had left Amballa the five companies
of the 5th Native Infantry remaining at the station were
promptly disarmed (29th May) by Major Maitland ; the two
mutinous companies that returned from Roopur were disband-
ed without pay, and the Native Officers were tried by court-
martial and sentenced to death. Major Maitland referred the
case to head-quarters, but eventually the men were hanged.
He has been much blamed for this delay, and I regret, for
his sake, that he did not hang them at once; but they enjoyed
only a few days’ respite. In other respects Major Maitland
behaved with great promptitude, especially in the disarming,
and kept the station in excellent order.

18. T have said that the people of these States sympa-
thized with the mutineers, who were regarded as martyrs for
their caste; they would plunder any stragglers, but they
would not seize and hand them up to justice. So out of the
45th and 57th Regiments who passed through this territory
we succeeded only in capturing 20. I do not count, however,
the men seized near Ferozepoor; I never heard how many
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were captured,! though I know that some were executed.
These 20 were seized either in the Thanesur or Loodiana dis-
tricts ; they were all conveyed to Umballa. No military court
could be convened to try them, so at last I tried them myself.
There was only their own statements, which proved that they
were deserters, at the very least, and on the 17th and 25th
June I sentenced them to death ; they were blown away from
guns at a general parade of all the troops at the station ; their
executioners were the Native Artillerymen. There is one fact
regarding the mutineers of the 45th Native Infantry which
cannot be passed over in this narrative, The Maharajah of
Putteeala captured a body of 100 fugitives and shut them up
in one of his forts; his Dewan, Nihal Chund, a native of
Delhi, by an unfortunate mistake, let them all go after taking
away their arms. Reflecting over this incident at this lapse
of time, I feel very doubtful whether they were not released
purposely. There was a general unwillingness (from which I
believe the Maharajah himself was not exempt) to surrender
mutineers to the fate that awaited them.

19. To return to the course of events. Mr. Plowden
found the eastern portion of the Umballa district compara-
tively quiet; but Saharunpoor was in great disorder. He
immediately crossed, and employed the detachments under
Captains Wyld and Garstin in punishing robbers and in
restoring confidence. I left him at liberty to do as he liked,
and to advance to Saharunpoor if the Magistrate sent any
requisition for his services. Accordingly, he proceeded to that
station on the 21st May, and remained there until the Nus-
seeree Battalion, under Major Bagot, relieved him on the 3rd
June. During this stay the detachment, always accompanied
by Mr. Plowden, did excellent service, and were the means of
saving Saharunpoor. Several Goojur villages were destroyed,
and bands of armed plunderers were dispersed. The
temper of the sepoys, however, was uncertain, and there
was no real dependence to be placed on them : at one time
they refused to march; on another occasion some mutinied
and went off to Delhi. At last, on the 12th July, when the

1151 were captured—see Captain Mercer's Report and para. 28 of this letter.
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order was issued recalling them to Umballa, the sepoys, 80
in number, mutinied in a body, fired at their officers, and
killed a Havildar of their own regiment, who was standing
between Mr. Plowden and Captain Garstin. The Cavalry
detachment under Captain Wyld had previously returned
to cantonments, and were here deprived of their arms and
horses. Mr. Plowden was out in camp on active duty during
the whole season, from the 19th May until the fall of Delhi:
he showed great energy and courage throughout, and deserves
the thanks of Government for his arduous services.

20. Our attention at this time was earnestly directed
towards Meerut and Delhi, and the district officers were busily
engaged in repressing the early symptoms of rebellion on the
border, when a new danger assailed us from the west. On the
morning of the 8th June I went to the telegraph office, and,
to my dismay, was informed by the assistant that a message
had been received during the night, not from any official
personage, but from the signaller at Jullundur to the sig-
naller at Umballa, announcing that the Jullundur Brigade had
mutinied, and were in full march to the Sutlej ; the news was
instantly sent back by the wires to Loodiana, and to Phillour,
and proved the first intimation they had had of the outbreak.
The bridge-of-boats was broken up, and the ghauts closed to
the right and left of Phillour. But at the Lussara Ferry,
four miles above Phillour, the advanced guard of the mutineers
managed to seize a boat that was on the Jullundur side, and,
crossing over in numbers, took possession of the other also;
they were joined by the 8rd Regiment, Native Infantry, at
Phillour, and now consisted of a strong column, nearly three
regiments of Infantry and one of Cavalry, but without guns.
Mr. Ricketts, the Deputy Commissioner of Loodiana, with
two guns of the Nahha Rajah, and a detachment of the 4th
Sikh Infantry under Lieutenant Williams, then encamped at
Loodiana, opposed the crossing with the utmost gallantry,
but they were unsupported. The noise and flashes of the can-
nonade were heard distinctly at Phillour during the early
night, but Brigadier Johnstone, with his European troops and
Horse Artillery, would not move. Next day, 12 o’clock, the

The passage
of the Jullun-
dar brigade of
mautineers.



Effects on the
division gener-
ally.

14 MUTINY REPORTS. { Caar,

mutineers marched into Loodiana, broke open the gaol, and,
guided by the rabble of the town, plundered the Mission
premises and the property of supposed British partizans. The
eyes of the belcaguered Europeans were strained anxiously in
the direction of Phillour; still there was mno sign of the
pursuing column. The mutineers marched leisurely away,
and got clear off to Delhi, and Brigadier Johnstone did not
arrive till they were beyond pursuit. In this daring attempt
to obstruct the passage, Lieutenant Williams was seriously
wounded ; Mr. Ricketts worked one of the guns himself ; 50
of the enemy were killed or drowned, and the loss on our side
was about 15 casualties. A small body of the mutineers,
separating from the main column, took a northerly road
skirting the hills ; they crossed the Sutlej in the Hooshiarpoor
district, and, traversing the length of the Umballa district,
eventually got away to the other side of the Jumna; they
were befriended by the people, who gave them supplies
and guided them by secluded paths across the country.
Mr. Forsyth started to intercept them with a party of the
Police Battalion, but was not successful.

21. This incident did not improve our position in the
Cis-Sutlej States. However, the increase of lawlessncss was
met with increased severity and zeal on the part of the district
officers. The people of Thanesur withheld their revenue, but
Captain McNeile declared such recusancy was an act of
rebellion, and that wilful defaulters would be punished as
traitors ; the threat was enough to bring them to reason.
Wherever an outrage occurred, there the Deputy Commissioner
moved with instant despatch and dealt summary justice on
all heinous offenders ; it required a stern and unflinching hand
to keep this unruly district in order. The number of robbers
executed was 62, of whom were hanged on the nearest
trees without reference to me, and the sentence on the others
was passed by myself. Serious outrages began to occur at
Mookutsur in the Ferozepoor district, but the march of
General Van Cortlandt’s force quieted the country, and the
opportunity was taken at the same time to execute one or
two of the worst offenders.
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22. After the Jullundur mutineers had left Loodiana,
all those who had made themselves conspicuous in abetting the
sepoys and plundering the city were at once seized by the
Magistrate, Mr. Ricketts. In their houses were found articles
of stolen property, and a hundred tongues bore witness to their
guilt. Twenty-two prisoners of all classes,—Cashmeerees,
Boureas, and other noted blackguards of the town,—were con-
demned to death; the sentence was confirmed by telegraph
nearly as soon as it was passed, and the same evening the
whole of them paid the penalty of their crimes. Some sedi-
tious correspondence at this time was intercepted, and all
concerned (one was a vakeel of Roostum Allee Khan of Maleir
Kotla) were summarily hanged. It was by such measures
as these, and by these alone, that the peace was preserved ;
any vacillation or tender-heartedness would have been fatal,
for rebellion would have spread into this province, and
many valuable lives would have been lost in recovering our
authority. So long as order was maintained here, our commu-
nications with the Punjab on the one hand and the Delhi
force on the other were kept unimpaired ; as it was, with daily
convoys of treasure, ammunition, stores, and men passing
down the road, I am happy to say not a single accident
occurred.

23. About this time also a petty insurrection arose at
Jeytokee in the Nabha territory. It was speedily put down
by Major Marsden, Deputy Commissioner of Ferozepoor ; and
the leader, a fanatic Gooroo, by name Sham Dass, was killed.
The Thanesur gaol became crowded with prisoners, many of
them Ranghurs of the Delhi territory. The gaol was serious-
ly threatened by bodies of their kinsmen. I immediately
despatched a detachment of the Police Battalion to reinforce
the guard, and removed secretly in one day all the more
desperate convicts to the gaol at Umballa. The police at
Assund, on the border, were attacked and driven in by some
insurgents. Assund is well known for the bold and lawless
character of its population. Captain McNeile marched there
in force, and the people deserted; but the gateways of the
village were found barricaded, and entrenchments had been
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commenced round the village site. To strike an example the
houses were destroyed and such property as remained was
given up to plunder.

24. The requirements of the army became incessant, and
the road was thronged with carts laden with every variety of
stores. A bullock train was suggested by Mr. Forsyth, to be
carried on by the district officers. This arrangement proved
defective in practice, for the want of a general superintendent
in charge of the whole line. I obtained leave from the Chief
Commissioner to organize a “ military transport train’’ under
the agency of Captain Briggs, an able and zealous officer of
great experience. His exertions and complete success deserve
the special thanks of Government. We had been drained of
our carriage, and no assistance could be drawn from either the
Ganges Doab or the Delhi territory. The army commissariat
could give no help. Carts that reached Declhi never came
back, and there was imminent danger of a deadlock. All these
difficulties were overcome by Captain Briggs. His jurisdic-
tion extended from Ferozepoor to Delhi, 265 miles. A train
of 30 waggons a day from each of the principal stations of
Unmballa, Loodiana and Kurnaul, and 14 waggons per diem
from Ferozepoor, was soon organized. The same number were
also daily employed on the return journey. Stores of every
description, especially the enormous demands for ordnance
ammunition, were safely and regularly supplied to the army.
The sick and wounded were comfortably conveyed from camp
to Umballa. The train was in full operation from the 22nd
July to the middle of October. The scheme was eminently
successful, owing to the skill, tact, and indefatigable energy
of Captain Briggs. He has fully acknowledged his obliga-
tions to the Civil authorities of the Cis-Sutlej States, who
gave him their utmost support. The cost of the train was
97,317 rupees, and it has fully realised the objects for which
it was organized. From Ferozepoor to Loodiana and Kurnaul
the district police guarded the line ; beyond Kurnaul the
road was protected by our excellent allies the Cis-Sutlej
Chiefs, whose troops garrisoned the several posts of Kurnaul,

‘Paneeput, Kussowlee and Rhae. Without their invaluable
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assistance our communications could never have been &0
efficiently maintained.

25. At the suggestion of the Chief Commissioner we
commenced on the 17th Jume to disarm the people. The
bazaars in cantonments had been previously disarmed, and
even the police, who were mostly Hindoostanees, were allowed
no other weapons than sticks. Mr. Ricketts took the oppor-
tunity of the presence of Major Coke’s regiment to disarm the
town of Loodiana. The search was effectually made, and
upwards of 10 cart-loads of arms of all sorts were seized and
confiscated. The several officers out in camp were busily
engaged in the same duty. A proclamation was issued
declaring the carrying of arms to be a misdemeanor. The
towns of Umballa, Thanesur, Jugadree and Ferozepoor were
all searched under the personal superintendence of European
officers ; there was some delay at Simla, but eventually the
bazaar there also, much to the relief of the residents, was dis-
armed. Since then a second and more complete search has
been made in every village of this division, and the provisions
of the Board’s famous circular, No. 212 of 1849, have been
fully carried out. I believe that very few arms remain in our
own districts. But Foreign States occupy the heart of the
Cis-Sutlej territory, and many of our subjects have secreted
their weapons in Putteeala. I have used my influence with the
Chiefs to adopt our measures, and with some success; but
they are slow to move, and perhaps a little suspicious of our
intentions. The disarming should be general, or much of its
efficacy will be lost. From a letter intercepted towards the
end of June it appeared that there was an inquiry amongst
natives for sulphur, lead and saltpetre; it seemed advisable
to place some restrictions on the sale and export of such
articles, and accordingly on the 4th July the police were
directed to ascertain and register the amount in store, and to
prohibit the removal of any portion, or the importation of
fresh supplies, without a pass; this circular was afterwards
extended to the whole Punjab. It will be here observed that

t Punjab arms law,
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in the measures adopted for the trial and punishment of
mutineers and heinous criminals, or for disarming the popu-
lation, or checking the importation of military stores, we
only anticipated the Acts almost simultaneously passed at
Calcutta by the wisdom of the Legislative Council.

26. At avery early period of the rebellion the probable
scarcity of funds was not overlooked. The communications
were interrupted ; treasuries in the Agra province had been
plundered. The yearly revenue could not be collected, and
considerable expenditure was to be anticipated. On the 23rd
May therefore I issued a circular to my district officers, and
desired them to commence their collections for the spring
barvest without delay; and I may here state that, notwith-
standing the disturbed state of parts of this division and the
evil example of the surrounding districts, where no money
could be got in, the entire demand for land revenue in this
division was realised without arrears., In some places there
was a disposition to be restive, and in the lower portion of the
Thanesur District, and generally along the River Jumna, the
public money was collected as it were at the point of the
bayonet. Still it was all saved by the promptness and energy
of the district officers. At the same time I saw that the
ordinary income would never suffice, and in this emergency 1
turned to the Sikh chieftains of Putteeala and Nabha, whose
soldicrs were already engaged in our cause. Both were known
to have money, and I obtained from each of them, on the 23rd
May, a promise of assistance to the extent of seven and three
lakhs respectively., I was determined, if possible, to raise an
equal sum from the capitalists of the territory who had
amassed their wealth under British rule. The subject was
communicated to the district officers on the 23rd May and
again towards the middle of June. A proclamation was
issued in the vernacular, pointing out the causes which had
led to the temporary want of money, and calling upon all
who had the means, to come forward and show their loyalty
to the British Government, not by empty professions, but by
contributions to the loan, which was declared to be open for
one year only, at 6 per cent. per annum. The Financial
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Commissioner extended this circular to other parts of the
Punjab. The wealthy bankers were given distinctly to
understand that their demeanor in this matter would be
taken as the test of their attachment to the British rule,
and those who held back would lose the confidence and
good-will of the local authorities. The measure proved
successful. The collections realised were as follows :—

Where realised. Amount. REMARKS.
Rs.
From Putteeala . . . . .| 5,00,000 | N. B.—More would
have been furnished,
s» Nabhs . . . . .| 260,000 | but it was not re-
quired.
» Other Chiefs . . . . 85,000 | Kulsea and Furreed-
khote,
By Deputy Commissioner, Umballa .| 2,653,691
» » Thanesur .| 2,365,000
» » Loodiansa . 2,32,400
» » Ferozepoor | 1,70,300
" o Simla . 91,300 | Partly from  Hill
Chiefs.
ToTAL . .| 18,17,691

Remittances were made to the army, to Simla and
Kussowlee, where numerous families were assembled; to
Mussoorie, to Saharunpoor, and even to Nynee Tal. We
have still upwards of 18 lakhs, including present collections
and remittances received from the Punjab; and I have
proposed to the Financial Commissioner to pay off some of
the smaller contributions to the 6 per cent. loan,

27. There is not much more to be said. The crisis with
us was from the 11th May till the end of July. After that
the people gradually returned to their allegiance, and the
peace was not again disturbed. Reinforcements passed down,
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and helped to tranquillize the country. Apprehensions were
raised when the Sealkote Brigade mutinied, and when the
26th Light Infantry broke away from Meean Meer, but not
a man of these regiments was fated to reach the Sutlej.
General Nicholson was an officer of another stamp, and after
s march of 41 miles under a July sun the Sealkote mutineers
were met and annihilated. The 26th met an ignominious
death at the hands of the police or by the public executioner.
The “Eed” and “ Mohurrum > passed over quietly. The
processions issued as usual without let or hindrance, but the
Magistrates were on their guard in the event of an émeute.
In the beginning of September desertions became frequent
among the disarmed sepoys of the Gth and the depbt of the
60th Native Infantry left at Umballa. They were ordered
into the Umballa gaol; on being paraded for the purpose, &
voice from the ranks called out, “fly,”” and they instantly
broke and fled. The Europeans fired and pursued them. In
ten minutes 135 were killed, 83 were made prisoners, and
the rest, about 40 men, made good their escape,

28. T have not received all the reports from my district
officers, and write this statement at considerable disadvantage.
The number of mutineers killed and executed in this division
are, as well as I can make out, as follows : —

—_— Killed. Exccuted. _

Umballa . . 135 *29 | *25 by Commissioner and
Deputy Commissioner, 4

Thanesur . . o o by Court-wmartial,

Loodiana . . 50 16

Ferozepoor. . 15 113 | By Court-martial; 102
others were sentenced to

Simla . . e e imprisoument. They
should all have been
hanged.
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29. The number of robbers and heinous criminals ex-
ecuted during thése eventful months is as follows. Thereturn
is a tolerably good index of the disturbed condition of each
district :—

By Deputy
—_— Commis- B.y .CO::_' Total. _—_
sioner, | miseioner.

Umballa . . 16 15
Thanesur , . 12 50 62

. . Mostly confirmed
Loodiana . . 82 o 82 by Commissioner.
Ferozcpoor. . 1 12 13
Simla . . 1 11

ToTAL . 61 62 123

80. My thanks are especially due to Mr. Ricketts, the
Deputy Commissioner of Loodiana, and Captain McNeile, the
Deputy Commissioner of Thanesur. Neither of these officers
had the support of regular troops, while in the one case there
was a large and disaffected city, and in the other a turbulent
and lawless population to control. On Mr. Ricketts devolved
the very arduous duty of providing carriage for the ordnance
stores from Phillour, and for facilitating the passage of the
Sutlej during the height of the rains. Both these officers bore
themselves with conspicuous gallantry and zeal; and Mr.
Ricketts especially was always cheerful, prudent, and active.
In stirring times like the past he was the beau ideal of a
district officer. I also desire to express my sincere acknowl-
edgments to Mr. Forsyth, Lord William Hay, and Major
Marsden. The two first officers bad each a most difficult
charge ; Mr. Forsyth was indefatigable in collecting carriage
and in controlling the important district of Umballa. Lord
William Hay had charge of Simla, which was crowded to
excess with helpless women and children. His measures
were characterized by judgment and tact, and attended with
complete success.
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Acknowledg- 81. Of the Assistants, Mr. W. C. Plowden eapecially
menma> A% Qistinguished himself for courage and zeal. He was con-
: stantly exposed wherever danger threatened. Mr. Levien and
Lieutenant Parsons had also perilous duties to discharge in the

turbulent district of Thanesur. Lieutenant Nicols proved of

great assistance to his superior Mr. Ricketts; and Mr. Elliott

of the Civil Service, Mr. Thornton and Captain Mercer are

entitled to special notice.

The lessons 32. It may not be amiss before closing this report to
;?‘;f;;}” t%he note down the lessons which these mutinies have impressed
Military re  upon my mind ; most if not all of them have been generally
formns, . .
recognised. Although experience and knowledge of the coun-
try are now frequently depreciated, because they are too often
enlisted on the side of the traditions and policy of the past,
yet clear and practical views seen by the light of a long
residence in this country should help our rulers in the arduous
task of reconstructing the government. On military matters
I am less qualified to speak. But all must see that our future
dominion in the country and our personal safety can only be
maintained by British troops. I think the proportion of
Europeans in the standing army of India should at least be
equal to the number of natives. The Native regular army
should consist of various races; and the Sikhs, Goorkhas,
Hindoostanees and others should be kept in separate bat-
talions, so as to preserve their nationality. I think there is
danger, if they are mingled together, of a general combina-
tion. I would disband and re-enlist under new conditions of
general service such portions of the late Bengal Army as are
really worthy of this mark of confidence. Uuder another and
more healthy system the Bengal sepoy would make a good
soldier, and cannot with justice be entirely excluded from the
military service of the Empire. The battalions of the regular
army should be massed in large and well-selected cantonments,
The forts, arsenals and the bulk of the public treasure should
be under the exclusive charge of Europeans, and the seats of
Government, supreme and local, should be well protected.
The humiliating spectacle of the Agra Government, beleagured
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and helpless, should never occur again. No natives should
be admitted into the Artillery nor initiated into the higher
secrets of the ordnance department. Working on these prin-
ciples, I think the numerical aggregate of our standing
army might be greatly reduced.

33, In the Civil department I would introduce everywhere
local police battalions for each division or Commissionership.
I would employ these men for all standing guards not only
over the gaol, the local treasuries (containing only money for
current expenditure), the civil offices and for personal guards,
but also for our police posts and subordinate revenue stations.
The present number of our police might be advantageously
reduced if their places were supplied by a small complement
of well-trained men for a standing guard and a band of five
or six detectives at each thannah for the pursuit and prevention
of crime. At the head-quarters there would always be a
reserve force to act on emergency. Secondly, I would at once
set aside the cumbrous and elaborate system, both of law and
procedure, now current in the Agra and Bengal provinces.
The machinery is not adapted either to the people or to the
agents through whom we are obliged to work. Let advantage
be taken of the present revolution to introduce short and
simple Codes both of civil and criminal law, to limit the
right of appeal, to abolish judges and boards and courts, and to
act upon the principle of individual responsibility ; in short,
to adopt the Punjab system, uniting all departments in each
district under a single head. Let us expedite the construction
of railways and telegraphs, and encourage by all the means in
our power the influx of our own countrymen into India, being
assured that their character and energy, moral and physical,
must tend to civilize the country, dispel barbarism, and consoli-
date our strength. Let us in our legislative enactments give
them their just precedence as a superior race, and secure to
‘them the privileges to which by birth and by the constitution
of England they are entitled. Above all, let us each and all
conduct ourselves boldly as Christians and Englishmen, tolera-
ting other creeds, but neglecting no opportunity to inculcate

Civil reforms.
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our own. With such principles for our guidance, we shall
speedily, and yet insensibly without a violent onslaught, under-
mine the superstitions of Paganism and caste.

P. S.—Such of the district reports! as have been received
are submitted in original. I also beg to submit copy of a letter
dated 28th of September from General Wilson, Commanding
at Delhi, regarding the services rendered by the officers in the
Cis-Sutlej division.

Excrosure (1) to 1.

Q. To Sir Joun Lawrence, k.c.8., Chief Commissioner in the
Punjab~dated Delhs, 28th September 1857.

Sir,—In the despatches which I have recently submitted
to the superior Military authorities I have taken occasion to
express the obligations I feel towards the officers of the Civil
Service attached to the force under my command, for the
valuable aid and assistance they have afforded me in the
operations before Delhi.

2. In justice, however, to two officers who, though not
actually present in the field, have contributed so greatly by
their well-directed energies to the successful issue of the siege,
I feel bound to place on record the very high sense I entertain
of the admirable manner in which they have, during a very
critical period, conducted their responsible offices.

3. I beg, therefore, to bring specially to your notice the
very important services rendered by the Commissioner of the
Cis-Sutlej States, Mr. G. C. Barnes, to whose good government,
under yourself, may be justly attributed the preservation of
peace in his districts, and to whose influence with the inde-
pendent Chiefs I am mainly indebted for the valuable aid of
the Puttceala and Jheend contingents, by means of which
my communication with our rear has been kept open, and the
safe escort of numerous convoys of stores and ammunition to
the camp has been effected ; and his most energetic assistant

! From Thanesur, No. 83, dated 24th January 1858,
» Umballa, No. 81, dated 23rd January 1858.
» Ferozepoor, No, 20, dated 80th January 18568.
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Mr. G. Ricketts, the Deputy Commissioner of Loodhians, of
whose unflagging exertions in procuring carriage, aiding the
movements of troops and forwarding supplies, and of his
hearty co-operation with the magazine officer in the despatch
of ammunition, I am deeply sensible and cannot speak too
bighly.
I have, &ec.,
A. WILSON, MAaJor-GENERAL,
Commandsng Delks Field Force.

ExcrLosure (2) To 1.
3. Narrative of events sn the Thanesur District from May to

December 1857, by Captain W. McNsiLg,~No. 33, dated
24th January 1858.

THE first intelligence of the outbreak at Meerut on the
10th May was received at Thanesur early on the 12th in a
note from the Deputy Commissioner of Umballa, who had
obtained the news by electric telegraph. This, following
close upon the accounts which I had heard the previous day
of disaffection exhibited by the Native troops at Umballa,
caused me some uneasiness about my Treasury Guard, which
was composed of men belonging to the 5th Native Infantry,
one of the corps then known to be in a mutinous condition.
I immediately walked over to the guard room, where I had
reason to be anything but pleased with the bearing of the
sipahis, and I was considering what step to take when a sowar
galloped up and handed me an envelope marked “ Immediate.”
This was from Kurnaul and contained information of the
massacre at Delhi and seizure of that city by the mutineers
on the previous day, adding that such of the European
residents as had escaped were in full flight towards Umballa,
and that the rebels were believed to be following.

2. I immediately determined to send away the ladies at
the station and to obtain if possible a small party of Euro-
peans to take charge of the treasure, with which latter object
an express started forthwith carrying a letter to Brigadier
Hallifax, Commanding at Umballa. The departure of the
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ladies was hastened by the receipt of further news, which
stated positively that the Delhi mutineers were marching up
the Grand Trunk Road to effect a junction with their come
rades at Umballa, and at nightfall the few European residents
assembled at my house not because we expected the rebels
up so soon, but that we might act in concert in event of
the Treasury guard becoming unruly. Meanwhile the Teh-
seeldar at Peepli, where at that time travellers were obliged
to change from wheeled vehicles to palanquins on their
upward trip, had been furnished with money to meet the
pressing requirements of any who might have been forced
to fly without an opportunity of obtaining funds for their
expenses, and this precaution proved very useful to many of
the fugitives, The first of these reached Peepli soon after
sunset, having been upwards of 24 hours en roufe, and this
party was forwarded on at once. A second batch consisting
principally of ladies and children arrived about 10 p. x., and
finding a scarcity of bearers at Peepli came into Thanesur,
where the coachmen who had drivea them from Delhi gave
the natives the first information of what had occurred and
again confirmed what I had previously been told of the
mutineers’ advance to the northward.

3. At daybreak on the 13th, instead of the party of
Europeans I had hoped for, a squadron of the 4th Light
Cavalry under Captain Dumbleton marched into Thanesur,
bringing me a note from Brigadier Hallifax, in which he
stated that no Europeans could be spared, and that I had
better bring away my treasure and fall back upon Umballa.
Mr. Forsyth, Deputy Commissioner of that district, gave the
same advice, and added that the 4th Cavalry were as
mutinously inclined as their brethren of the Infantry. To
vacate Thanesur was, however, not to be thought of until
at least the mutincers attacked us, and so, as it was impossible
to get any other guard for the treasure, I made it over to
the men already in charge and ordered them to take it to
Umballa. Each bag was regularly weighed and sealed as
on ordinary occasions, but the arrival of the Cavalry had
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not heen without its effect upon the sipahis, who were
very disrespectful and orowded round myself and Lieutenant
Parsons as we sat in the Treasury, causing us considerable
apprehension as to the result. They marched, however,
according to orders, and a detachment of Sikhs from the
Jail guard was immediately put in possession of the Treasury,
which they have ever since retained. Throughout this and
the following day every report that reached us about the
proceedings of the rebels agreed in representing them as en
route for Umballa, and, however improbable such a move on
their part appeared, we could not wholly disbelieve a statement
so constantly repeated. I therefore destroyed all the most
valuable stamp paper and arranged for sending the most
important of the revenue records to a place of concealment in
the town. On the 14th at 2 p. M. the squadron of Light
Cavalry picketed in the Kutcherry compound seized their
arms, saddled and mounted. The Amla fled in confusion to
the town, where a panic was caused ; the shops were all shut,
and a disturbance seemed imminent. But the troopers re-
mained stationary, and after a time most of them dismounted,
though they refused to unsaddle or to lay aside their arms.
It seems they had some expectation of their corps rising at
Umballa and had told off one of their number to bring them
word if such an event should happen, when they were to
follow suit at Thanesur. They saw a sowar of the regiment
come galloping at speed along the road, mistook him for their
appointed messenger, and were apparently very loth to be
undeceived. To retain such men at Thanesur, where there
was nothing to keep them in check, was to encourage the
budmashes and to court an outbreak, so I requested Captain
Dumbleton to take them back at once to Umballa, and in a
couple of hours they were off.

4. The Maharaja of Putteeala entered the station the
same evening with 1,500 men and 4 guns, and when next
morning (the 15th) we at last got reliable information that
the rebels were not on the move from Delhi, our worst
crisis was over and our immediate apprehensions were a good
deal quisted. On the 16th the Maharaja returned to his own
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capital, leaving me the 4 guns and 1,100 men, of whom I
scut on 150 the same day to Kurnaul with Captain McAndrew.
On the evening of the 17th the Raja of Jheend arrived with
some 400 men and pushed on to Kurnaul next day, closely
followed by the first portion of the Delhi Field Force, consiste
ing of a wing of the 1st Fusiliers, a squadron of Her Majesty’s
9th Lancers and 2 Horse Artillery guns.

5. As yet there was no increase of crime in the dis-
trict, but as a measure of precaution the Police strength was
increased in certain places, 80 extra burkundazes being
temporarily entertained and detachments of the Putteeala Force
being sent out to the places where they were most likely to
be required.

6. I also ordered in eight thousand maunds of grain,
which I stored at Thanesur, in anticipation of a possible
demand from the Commissariat. This, however, was never
made, and I eventually resold the grain, making a profit for
Government upon the transaction.

7. The extra burkundazes were soon dispensed with in
conformity with instructions from the Commissioner, who
directed that the Jagheerdars should be called upon to furnish
men in lieu of their commutation tax, and by this means
a force of 350 men was obtained, though the greater propor-
tion of them were not furnished till the middle of June.
The Nawab of Koonjpoora, however, was ready with his
contingent of 50 on the 20th May, and was posted at Pehoa,
where his people were of great use in securing the safety of
the roads. Parties of Putteeala Horse were also distributed
along the Grand Trunk Road, and a system of strong patrols
was organized for the protection of travellers and of the
telegraph ; while a mounted picket went out from Thanesur
every eight hours to receive their reports and ocollect infor-
mation. On the 21st Mr. Levien, Assistant Commissioner,
was sent to Shahabad to arrange for carriage that would be
required there for troops moving down by forced marches,
and on the 23rd Lieutenant Parsons was deputed on a similar
duty to Bootana.
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8. The mutineers of the 45th and 57th Native Infantry
from Ferozepore were escaping through the district about this
time, but the people could not be induced either by rewards or
threats to bring them in. Many were waylaid and robbed
of evergthing they had about them, and this was encouraged
so far, but the next step, that of delivering the sipahis up
to Government, the people would not take, and only nine of
the rebels were captured, all of whom were afterwards blown
away from guns at Umballa. On one occasion, while as usual
riding about the streets of Thanesur in the evening, I
heard of three sipahis being in the town with their muskets,
but the residents shewed no disposition to assist me in
capturing them, and it was dark before I found out that they
bad taken to the Koolchetur Teeruths, Here the Brahmins
befriended them, and only one was seized whom a lucky
shot frightened back into a thakoordwara from which he
was sneaking through the crowd of Brahmins.

9. On the 24th May I was surprised by the arrival of a
company of the 5th Native Infantry from Umballa, and, as
the next day was the Eed, I was apprehensive that the
Mahomedans, knowing they might calculate on assistance
from the sipahis, would make a disturbance, more especially
ae T had received a telegraphic message from the Secretary
to the Chief Commissioner saying that an outbreak on this
occasion was contemplated at Thanesur. I had indeed bound
over the influential Mahomedans of each tribe in heavy recog-
nizances to keep the peace, and I had taken measures to
prevent any gathering at a certain mosque which, having in
olden times been built within the precincts of the Koolchetur
for the express purpose of annoying the Hindoos, was likely,
if resorted to this year (as was customary), to become the
scene of » serious émenie. But recognizances were little to
be depended on at such a juncture, and a mob of fanatic
Mussulmans were likely enough to be tempted by the presence
of a sipahi company to break through all restraint and force
their way into the mosque. I therefore broke up the company
into parties of eight and distributed them in various direc-
tions, got the Putteenls Force under arms and placed a couple
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of guns 80 as to command the roads leading to the mosque.
The day passed off quietly, and next morning the sipahis
were ordered off to patrol the bank of the Jumna, another
portion of the same regiment being employed on a similar
duty in the Saharunpoor District. Mr. Levien, Assistant
Commissioner, who had returned from Shahabad, accom-
panied them.

10. Nothing particular occurred from this time till the
end of the month. Troops were constantly passing down
towards Delhi, and I paid daily visits to their camps at
Peepli, rendering whateveraid was required for the supply
of carriage. The budmashes of the district were, however,
gradually following the example set them in Saharunpoor,
Moozuffurnuggur and Hissar, and several highway robberies
were committed near the Jumna; while to the south-west
the Rungurs got up a plan for attacking the jail. After
much talk about this they fixed on the 31st May for the
attempt, and in the evening of that day I received an ex-
press from the Thanadar of Rajound saying I might expect
them during the night. I and Lieutenant Parsons therefore
moved down to the jail and took up our quarters there, while
the guard was strengthened and other precautions that
appeared necessary were taken. The Rungurs prudently kept
off, and soon afterwards, under instructions from the
Commissioner, all the prisoners of that tribe were sent in to
Unmballa.

11. On the 4th June the company of the 5th Native
Infantry were recalled by the Commissioner’s orders from their
patrol duty and distributed about the Sudder Station, as had
been previously done during the Eed, and the Jail guard was
restored to its proper strength by the arrival of 560 more Sikhs
to replace those that had been transferred to the treasury om
the 18th May. On the 5th June two companies of the 5th
Native Infantry were disbanded at Umballa and 67 men were
turned out of that cantonment, and next day incendiary fires
commenced at Thanesur, the Government road bungalow
‘being burnt down first. I have no doubt these disbanded men
were the incendiaries, but I was unable to catch any of them.
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12. Meanwhile the Paniput District had become very
disorderly, and the notorious village of Joolmana was giving
trouble. The Commissioner desired that it should be attacked
and punished, and Lieutenant Parsons started for the purpose,
but not being in sufficient strength he wrote in for reinforce-
ments, and & troop of Punjab Mounted Police just arrived from
Umballa were starting to his assistance, when on the 8th June
news of the Jullunder and Phillour mutiny reached me with
an intimation that the rebels being a numerous body might be
expected to march upon Umballa or Putteeala, in either of
which cases Thanesur was pretty sure of a visit from them.
Mr. Parsons was therefore recalled, but before he could get in
the Maharaja had also taken the alarm, and on the night of the
9th June there was not a Putteeala soldier, horse or foot, left
in the Thanesur District. We had a company of Sikhs over
the jail and treasury, a troop of the same for pickets, patrols
and orderlies, and a company of Poorbeeas looked upon rather
as foes than friends. We therefore vacated our bungalows and
took possession of a walled haveli, to which I also transferred
the treasure and its guard as a garrison, and getting the corner
towers loopholed we felt pretty confident of holding out for
some time against mere musketry. On the 10th, however, the
Putteeala Force began to return; in two days they had all
come back ; we left the haveli; and the Commissioner having
written to me that the Jullunder mutineers had broken up and
that the Rudour ferries on the Jumna should be secured against
a party of them supposed to be taking that route, I started
for this purpose on the 13th and Lieutenant Parsons returned
to his beat in the direction of Kythul on the 15th. These
expeditions and the departure to Kurnaul of the Sikh sowars
again left the Line Sipahis a superiority of strength at Thane-
sur, so on finding that the Jullunder rebels had escaped across
the Jumna without coming down into my district, I lost no
time in sending back the greater portion of my force to the
Sudder Station, while with the remainder I continued my tour
along the river, got in the revenue of the Ladwa Tehseel, and
punished some refractory villages. It was at this time that
the increaeing insubordination of some parts of the district
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and the frequency of violent crimes shewed the necessity for
measures of unusual severity, and in the 12 days from the
19th to the 13th inclusive 52 robbers and dacoits were hanged,
some on the trees of their own villages immediately on their
capture and conviction, others after being sent into the jail,
aud their cases referred to the Commissioner.

18. At this time too the Goojurs of Suharunpore, who
were plundering several towns and villages in that district,
continually threatened to cross over to my side, and it was not
till the 29th June that the river rose so as to be no longer
fordable and relieved me from anxiety on this account. From
that date boats afforded the only means of passing, and all the
ferries being stopped except two, of which both were strongly
guarded, not a single outrage was committed by parties from
the other side of the Jumna. Towards the westward, however,
we bad no river to cut off communications, and the Rungurs
from Kurnaul to Rohtuk, Hansi and Sirsa were all getting
ready for an outbreak and refusing to pay any revenue. Our
Police chowkie at Assundh was driven in upon the thana, los-
ing a prisoner and two muskets, and to the disgrace of the
party be it said not firing a shot. On hearing this I reinforced
Lieutenant Parsons, who was at Kythul, and he restored the
chowkie, but did not feel himself strong enough to attack the
Rungurs, who mustered in great numbers and were very near
attacking him.

14. On the 1st July, having received orders to disarm the
district, I carried them out myself at Thanesur. Mr. Levien
did the same at Shahabad, Lieutenant Parsons at Kythul, and
the Tahsildars and Thanadars at other places. The search for
weapons has been continually prosecuted since then, but their
possession not being prohibited in the neighbouring territories
many were passed over the border, and up to the end of
the year only seven thousand of all sorts were seized. Om
the 14th July the company of Native Infantry was at last
disarmed by a detachment of Her Majesty’s 8th Foot sent
down from Umballa for the purpose. The sipahis were taken
by surprise at noon, each guard was disarmed in succession,
and the same night they nearly all deserted to Delhi.
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15. I was now at liberty to withdraw a portion of the
Putteeala Force from Thanesur, and wishing to punish the vil-
lage of Assundh, as well as to make the Nirdhuk pay up their
revenue, I marched on the 16th v¢4 Kurnaul, selecting that
route at the request of the authorities there who wished the
force to pass through the Kurnaul Pergunna. Captain Hughes’
dashing affair at Bulleh saved me any trouble at Assundh,
which was vacated at my approach and which I burnt. I
then moved upon Dhatrut, the largest village in arrears of
revenue, and which had also plundered and destroyed the
Mazra of Khuruk Gadean in its neighbourhood. Chatur had
a similar account to settle, and on both I imposed considerable
fines, which, as well as their revenue, I obliged them to pay
down at once. All the defaulting villages then gave in, and
the Government demand was realized in full throughout the
tahseel.

16. There is nothing further to report. On the 20th
August I took up my residence at Kurnaul as directed by the
Commissioner, and remained there till after the fall of Delhi
in command of the Putteeala and Nabha Contigents,

17. The following is a memo. of the cost of the extra
Police and Jagheer Levies maintained in the district during
the disturbances:— '

Rs. A. P.

80 Burkundazes for five weeks . 504 14 8
130 Jagheer Horse and 220 Foot, commutation

tax remitted . . . . . 15711 8 o

16,216 1 38

Excrosuzre (3) 1o 1.
4. Narrative of events in the Umballa District, by Mr,
T. D. Forsrra.

THE station of Umballa Was, at an early stage, an object
of painful interest to all who watched the small cloud like g
man’s hand which portended the approaching storm. Here
the Commander-in-Chief had ordered to assemble detachments
from every regiment in the North-Western Provinces to learn
to practice with the Enfield rifle,
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2. It was in February first that the undefined rumours
of a feeling of dissatisfaction began to be circulated. Officers
attached to the depdt received complaints from their men that
they feared exclusion from caste on return to their regiments
owing to the alleged adulteration of the grease used for the
cartridges. There were not wanting among us foreboders who
predicted terrible outbreaks, but such were everywhere silenced
as insufferable croakers. On the arrival of the Commander-
in-Chief, however, in March, affairs assumed a more serious
aspect ; a sepoy of the 86th Native Infantry attached to
the depdt went to visit his brethren, who were part of His
Excellency’s escort, and found himself taunted with the
opprobrious epithet of Christian. What measures were taken
by the Commander-in-Chicf it is not for me to detail ; I
mention the circumstance merely as occurring at Umballa,
and inducing us to place somewhat of credence in the pre-
dictions which hitherto we had so entirely ignored.

8. The first symptom of disaffection displayed itself on
the 19th of April, in the breaking out of fires in cantonments.
One or two European barracks were burnt down; a police
station was fired, and from time to time the flames broke out
in a mysterious but determined manuer, in spite of all the
vigilance of Captain Howard and his police, The “gram-
mies >’ or thatchers were suspected, and there was an evident
disinclination to believe the fires to be the work of sepoys ;
sowars were reported op several occasions to have been seen
galloping away from a building which was afterwards dis-
covered to be in flames, and the conviction was gradually
forced upon us at last that some emissaries were at work to
spread the flames of disaffection.

4. General Sir H. Barnard arrived at Umballa in the last
week in April, and immediately after requested me to make use
of the district police to institute searching inquiries amongst
the native soldiers as to the cause of fires and the extent of
the rumoured disaffection. It was his particular desire that the
inquiry should form the subject of no public report, and the
information received from time to time was forwarded by him
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privately to the Commander-in-Chief. Sham Singh, a Sikh
sepoy in the 5th Regiment, was induced through the exertions
of Jowala Nath, Kotwal of Umballa, to give what information
he could collect. It was to the effect that the Mussulmans
and Hindoos were united in the determination to resist what
they looked upon as tampering with their religion, and that
there was a clique who held consultations which were not com-
municated to the sepoys generally. Subsequently the informa-
tion took a more tangible form, and it was positively stated on
the 7th or 8th May that in the following week blood would be
shed at Delhi or Umballa, and that a general rising of the
sepoys would take place ; it was even foretold that there was a
conspiracy amongst the syces of Her Majesty’s 9th Lancers
tc hamstring the horses in the event of an outbreak. All this
information was conveyed to the General Commanding this
division, and through him forwarded to the Commander-in-
Chief ; but, as the Officers Commanding regiments expressed
entire confidence in their men, the assertions of the informers
were discredited, and there was a lull, a fatal calm, for a few
days preceding the outbreak of this fearful storm.

5. Early on the morning of the 10th of May the Kotwal
brought information of the 5th and 60th Regiments, Native
Infantry, having turned out and taken their arms, and simul-
taneously a man came from the treasury with the news of the
guard (a detachment of the 60th Native Infantry) having
suddenly got under arms. The Subadar was sent for and asked
to explain his conduct, which he could not do, but though
ordered to dismiss his men to their lines, he kept them to their
arms during the whole day, and then in the evening denied
having done so. It was too plain that he had acted on a con-
certed plan, which, if carried out, would have caused the loss
of our treasury,

6. It is not necessary for me to detail the events of that
day in the cantonment of Umballa. The 5th and 60th Native
Infantry flew to their arms, but were quieted and induced to
return to their lines. The storm was thus for a while lulled,
but there was too good ground for future apprehemsion, too
soon to be realised.
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7. On the ever-memorable 11th of May Brigadier
Hallifax sent me a hurried note calling me to his house as he
had received the first telegraphic message of the arrival at
Delhi of some mutinous sowars from Meerut. This was
shortly followed by the appalling announcement of a general
massacre of all the Christian inhabitants of Delhi. The tele-
graphic announcement was brief and significant, and broke
off with the announcement of the death of the Inspector, and
the words “ Good bye, 1 am off. > After that the wire
vibraled in vain to the signals from Umballa ; and the next
communication from the city of Delhi was made after a lapse
of four months by the same signaller, who had to announce
the victorious entry of our troops into the city from which
he had telegraphed the news of our expulsion. News of the
Delhi disaster was at once forwarded to yourself and the
Commander-in-Chief, and General Barnard took upon himself
to call down Her Majesty’s 75th Regiment from Kussowlie.

8. The worst apprehensions were entertained regarding
the native troops at Umballa, and every precaution was used
to secure the civil treasury from plunder in case of an
outbreak. I was anxious to remove the Government money
at once into safe keeping, but General Barnard considered it
unwise to distrust the sepoys. To counteract any attempt on
their part we had 200 sepoys belonging to the 4th or Sooruj
Mookhee Police Battalion, under the command of Colonel
Futtech Singh. These men were ordered to remain in their
lines, and one-half were kept under arms all night. The
roads in the civil station were patrolled vigorously by the
detachment of the 9th Irregular Cavalry, and the city police
were organised and made to patrol the city in compact bodies.

9. On the morning of Tuesday, the 12th May, a hurried
letter from Mr. Spankie, Magistrate of Saharunpoor, gave us
the first news of the outbreak at Meerut. Matters appeared
to become more complicated, and the want of some force to
counterbalance the preponderance of sepoys in Umballa being
strongly felt, I took upon myself, in anticipation of sanction,
to call in the aid of the Maharajuh of Puttecala, reporting ta
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yourself and the Chief Commissioner my having done so.
Tuesday and Wednesday were days of intense anxiety, as the
regiment summoned from Kussowlie had not yet arrived
and the sepoy regiments in Umballa were evidently in a
state of excitement. '

10. On the afternoon of Wednesday the Maharajah of
Putteeala arrived at Jesomli, a village a few miles from Um-
balla, with a force of 1,000 men. I had by that time received
the orders of the Chief Commissioner to call upon him to gar-
rison Thanesur and Loodiana ; but he declared himself too weak
to divide his force, and as the choice lay between these two
places, I chose Thanesur. The Rajah in a moment broke up
his camp, and started for that place, thus displaying, from
the very outset, that alacrity and devotion to our cause which
have characterised all his proceedings throughout.

11. On the same day I deputed Mr. Plowden to give a
correct account of what had occurred to yourself and to the
Commander-in-Chief, as the first report appeared to have been
misunderstood.

12. On the evening of the 13th a council of war was
held at the house of Brigadier Hallifax, consisting of General
Barnard, Brigadier Hallifax, Captain McAndrew and myself,
when it was determined to send on the troops under the com-
mand of the Rajahs of Putteeala and Jheend to Kurnaul to
open communication with Meerut, and a letter announcing the
18th as the date of their arrival at Kurnaul, with a pledge
that a European force should speedily follow from Umballa.
Captain McAndrew was deputed to accompany the force to
Kurnaul.

13. On the following day you arrived in Umballa, and I
would leave it to your able pen to describe all the military
operations from that time, and propose confining myself to the
part which I and other district officers took in the general
operations.

14. Our first pressing difficulty was to provide carriage

for the speedy transit of the European regiments from the hills
to Umballa, which was accomplished by the evening of Sunday
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the 18th, on which day too we removed our treasure, consisting
of Rs. 8,71,5635-5-0, from the Kutcherry to the quarter-guard
of the 1st Europeans.

15. As soon as it was determined by the Commander-in-
Chief that an onward move should be made a sudden difficulty
arose in want of carriage. The Deputy Commissary-General
having officially declared his inability to meet the wants of
the army, the Civil authorities were called upon to supply the
demand. At Umballa there has ever been a difficulty to
furnish carriage of any kind, the carts being of a very inferior
description. However, such as they were, they had to be
pressed into the service, and in the course of a week, after the
utmost exertions, 500 carts, 2,000 camels and 2,000 coolies were
made over to the Commissariat Department ; 30,000 maunds
of grain were likewise collected and stored for the army in the
town of Umballa.

16. As soon as these urgent calls had been complied with
it was necessary to look to the state of the district, which
caught, in a measure, the excitement of cantonments. In
Saharunpoor the Goojurs raised their heads in defiance of
authority, and it was apprehended that their brethren on this
side of the Jumna would catch the infection. To overawe the
disaffected, and to watch the movements of the insurgents
across the Jumna, a squadron, 4th Light Cavalry, under
Captain Wyld, and two companies, 5th Native Infantry, under
Captain Garstin, were placed at the disposal of Mr. W. C.
Plowden, Assistant Commissioner, who at once proceeded to
take up his quarters at Jugadree.

17. At the same time it was necessary to provide for the
safety of the western pergunnahs, for the petty Hill State of
Nalagurh had taken advantage of the complication of affairs at
Simla to raise a disturbance which threatened to extend to the
Roopur tehseel. Two companies of the 6th Native Infantry
were at once despatched under command of Captain Garduer to
garrison Roopur and repel any attempt at rebellion. This
detachment, however, was mutinous and spread around the
disorder it was sent to repress.
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18. The seditious language and disgraceful conduct of
the sepoys in the bazaar of Roopur induced a misguided few to
believe that the British rule was at an end, and one Mohur
Singh, a Sikh Karinda of the late ex-chief Bhoop Singh, was
foolish enough to endeavour to put a stop to the slaughter of
kine. A slight disturbance occurred at the tehseel, and it was

deemed advisable at once to recall the detachment before it
" broke out into actual mutiny. Three of the ringleaders, with
the Sikh, Mohur Sing, were tried, condemned and executed in
the space of two hours. The rest of the sepoys were disarmed
and disbanded, and some of them punished by court-martial.

19. In order to preserve peace throughout the district
you at an early stage called out the service levies which the
various jagheerdars were bound to furnish on demand. A
detail of these levies with their posts is given below,? and the
general arrangement was as follows.

20. At Roopur the Singhpooria Sirdars took up their
abode in the tehseel, and watched with their levies all the
fords and ferries on the Sutlej. No boats were allowed to ply
save at Roopur, where a strong guard was stationed to examine
all passengers.

91. The roads between Morinda, Khurrur and towards
the hills were carefully patrolled, and sowars were stationed on
the road to convey with the utmost rapidity intelligence from
one part of the district to another.

) List of the Levies kept up at each Tehseel and amount of Commutation
remitted as remuneration for their services.

‘ Amount
Tehseel. Foot. Sowars. of
commutation.

Rs. A. P,

Umballa 24 2000 0 O
J\llngsdree 144 99 4,661 16 6
Roopur 76 49 2822 0 0
Khurrur 128 61 7,064 11 7
Narainghur . 111 26 2,728 1 9
ToTAL 459 259 19,106 12 9
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22. The same arrangements were made in every tehseel,
the petty chiefs or jageerdars ranging themselves under the
immediate orders of the tehseeldar, and conveying at once to
their followers whatever instructions he received from myself.
In addition to these jageerdars, who were bound to supply
levies, several public-spirited individuals volunteered their own
services and brought several followers ; amongst these the most
prominent were Rao Raheem Busx, of Punjlasa, who, with 50
followers, guarded the road between Umballa and Jugadree,
and the Sirkurdahs of Sadhoura, who furnished 60 men to
protect the public and private buildings in the civil station,
thus relieving our police of very heavy duty.

23. It was necessary to make some provision for the
protection of cantonments when denuded of troops, for there
was every fear lest the surrounding villagers, who are a
notorious set of incorrigible thieves, should break in and
plunder in wholesale manner. The Commander-in-Chief had
sanctioned the entertainment of two chokeedars to every
bungalow, and I arranged with the zumeendars that they
were to take the whole cantonment under their charge,
appointing their own chokeedars, and each village was made
responsible for the safety of the bungalows nearest to it.
This system worked well for two or three months, when it
was discontinued.

24. There was at the outset an attempt to set the law
at defiance, and for several days in succession darmng highway
robberies were committed; but out of seven robberies not
one criminal escaped detection; and the rapid apprehension,
conviction, and in several cases the execution of the culprits,
produced the most wholesome effect, Bands of robbers col-
lected together, but their courage failed when they saw go
Plainly the fate which awaited them. One cage only of dacoity
occurred on the confines of the Nahun district, but I followed
up the pursuit in person with Mr. Plowden, and hanged one
of the robbers to a tree near his own village, and of 16 others
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who were caught soon after, 4 shared the same fate and the
rest were imprisoned.

25. It was a remarkable fact that misdemeanors at once
seemed to cease, not only in this district, but throughout the
country ; men’s minds seemed to be intent on watching the
extraordinary progress of events, and none but daring crimes
tempted the more reckless characters.

26. On the 8th June we received intelligence of the
revolt of the Jullander Brigade and the rapid approach of the
mutineers towards Loodiana. In order to oppose their pro-
gress, and to preserve our gaol, I strengthened the prison
guard and threw up hasty fortifications, disposing the whole
of my force, about 150 men, round the walls. Here the
Reverend Messrs. Carleton and Orcbison joined me, and we
awaited for some 386 hours with no small anxiety the
approach of a whole brigade of mutineers. They, however,
avoided the station of Umballa altogether, and we emerged
from our defences to endeavour to intercept a body of some
400 sepoys and 15 sowars, who were making for the Jumns
across the foot of the hills. The Commandant, Futteh Singh,
refused to attack so superior a force without being supported
by Europeans, for whom I urgently sought, and who arrived
within five miles of the rebcls at Ramgurh, but owing to
some unexplained reason they did not come on till six hours
too late. The pursuit was, however, continued vigorously for
two nights and a day, and Mr. Plowden with his force
endeavoured to intercept them though without success. One
fact was evident to all engaged in the pursuit, that the
population had decidedly not enlisted themselves warmly on
the part of the Government. Not a man turned out who
was not compelled to do so through fear of the loss of his
jagheer, and in many instances information calculated to
deceive waq all that we could obtain. On this occasion the
Mir of Kotaha showed great lukewarmness : and I fined him
1,000 rapees for his conduct. The Pathans of Khizrabad
and the villagers of Ferozepore, Narainghur, Thuska, and
Gobindpoore, were likewise heavily mulected.

6
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27. It became very necessary to watch narrowly the tone
of conversation and correspondence carried on in the city of
Umballa, and though no instance of proved treason occurred,
there was much ground for suspicion, and letters speaking of
the English in no laudatory terms were now and then brought
forward. Periphrasis and enigmatical sentences were used to
convey doubtful sentiments, and under the pretence of sending
merely commercial news, remarks on the absence of white
sugar, and the abundance of goor, or of the diminution of red
pepper and the increase of black pepper, were intended to con-
vey to comrades at a distance accurate information regarding
the weak state of our garrison or of our forces.

]

28. Throughout the month of June the labours of the
police were incessantly devoted to the collection of carriage and
supplying generally the wants of the army. It is impossible
to state accurately the number furnished, but the accounts of
the Umballa tehseel show that upwards of 900 carts and 1,800
camels, and 500 coolies, were collected for the army during
this month.

29. The Post Office department was not in a state to
meet the emergent demand for transport, and in compliance
with the orders of the Judicial Commissioner a district bullock
train was organised to run between Loodiana and Kurnaul.
By dint of labour and managemsnt we were enabled to
despatch 20 carts daily, and often the number rose to 50,
irrespective of the convoys of carts load of shot and shell,
which poured in one continuous stream along the Grand
Trunk Road. Great though the difficulties were, it is no
small satisfaction to be able to record that not one single
instance occurred of a cart load of stores of any kind being
detained or delayed on the road between Loodiana and-
Kurnaul ; still the difficulty of getting sufficient carriage,
and the apparent impossibility of ever recovering from Kurnaul
a cart which had once got there, rendered it necessary that a
more complete transport agency should be organised, and this
very heavy duty was on the 17th July made over to Captain

Briggs.
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30. Towards the end of June the orders of the Chief
Commissioner were received to disarm the district, and no time
was lost in carrying out this measure, As far as it was
possible at that season of the year, the operations were super-
intended by my assistants and myself, and we collected
altogether 16,000 arms. At a later period of the year. we
had again endeavoured to disarm the population more
thoroughly, but the number of arms only amounted to 1,240 ;
and with the neighbouring independent states of Khulscea
and Putteeala bordering on, and often intermingling with
our own villages, it is difficult at once to complete the opera-
tion. It must be a work of time, and will require constant
attention. S

31. No small portion of the labour of the past year con-
sisted in the management of the treasury and the receipt and
despatch of money to the army. Our revenue was paid in
with an alacrity almost unknown, and constant remittances
from Jullundhur, Hooshiarpore, and other stations, wers re-
ceived and forwarded to Delhi.

32. In addition to this, contributions were invited to
the Government 6 per cent. loan, and though at first the
people looked upon the investment with disfavour, we were
eventually able to realize 2} lakhs from different parts of the
district.

33. Over-zeal on the part of some tehseeldars caused at
one time some little confusion by the collection of small sums
below 190 rupees, but this was speedily set aright, and on your
subsequent request that I should repay a portion of the loan,
I liquidated all loans of sums under 500 rupees. On this
occasion the wealthy bankers of Jugadree displayed a spirit of
disloyalty and close-fistedness unworthy of a class who owe
all their prosperity to the fostering care and protection of the
British Government.

34. On the first outbreak of the Mutiny our civil
courts necessarily were temporarily suspended.  On> Assistant,
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Captain McAndrew, was deputed with the Putteeala troops ;
another, Mr. Plowden, was out at Jugadree ; Mr. Vaughan’s
time was engrossed with the duties of the treasury, whilst the
tehseeldars and myself were wholly engaged in the duties of
supplying the army. But in June I received the valuable aid
of Mr. C. P. Elliott’s services, and we commenced at ones to
clear off the civil file. The result at the end of Deocember
shows that out of 4,281 cases filed in a year, when owing to
the introduction of the new Statute of Limitation there was
a rush of suitors to our courts, only 153 cases remained un-
decided. The result in the criminal department is equally
eatisfactory. Petty crime bas, as stated, not been so rife, but
the proportion of apprehensions and convictions to the crimes
committed is, as the returns show, far in excess of any
former years.

35. On the 1st of September the orders of the Chief
Commissioner to disband the remnant of the 5th and 60th
Native Infantry were received and carried out. The sepoys
were to have been lodged for a time in our gaol, but an at-
tempt to escape being made by a few, they were summarily
dealt with by the Kuropeans,

36. Of the conduct of the detachment of the 5th Native
Infantry at Jugadree I think it better to leave to Mr. Plowden
to speak, as it is only fair that this energetic officer, who
so zealously remained out in camp throughout the whole hot
season and rains, should have the opportunity of reporting his
own operations ; purposely, then, I leave all details to him to
record, and merely beg to acknowledge my sense of the services
rendered by him.

37. In September the Meer of Kotaha, whom I have
already mentioned, again fell under suspicion, in consequence
of a letter supposed to have been written by his son-in-law,
Abul Hussun, from Moozuffernugger. This led to the search
of his fort, where a large quantity of gunpowder, sulphur,
&c., was found, and shortly after I received the orders of
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the Chief Commissioner to dismantle his fort, which has been
completely done.

38. No other inhabitants of this district bave been so
severely dealt with, though many have fallen under grave
suspicion ; and when the orders of the Judicial Commissioner
for the dismissal of Hindoostanees from employ was received I
took occasion to remove many inhabitants of Umballa, such as
Burkut Allee, &c., who are worse if possible than regulat
Hindoostanees.

39. The conduct of the native executives has through-
out been very satisfactory on the whole. The thannadar
of Beelaspore, Jumna Doss, was summarily removed for
incapacity, and others were got rid of as being obnoxious
characters ; but other officials have bebaved well, Gungaper-
shaud, tehseeldar of Narainghur, and Sadi-ood-deen Khan of
Umballa, particularly so.

40. I strongly donbt the tehseeldar of Jugadree, Moojib-
ooddeen ; and the demeanour of the Extra Assistant, Budrool
Islam, during the months of August and September, was
anything but satisfactory.

41. Of the causes which led to this rebellion it is not for
me to speak, but I cannot refrain from recording one fact
which was not without sighificance. In August 1856 a letter
from the Akhoond of Swit, addressed to Futteh Khan of
Pindee Gheb, was brought to me when Officiating Deputy
Commissioner of Rawul Pindee. Amongst much other news,
the writer stated that the Mahomedans of Lucknow had
written to Dost Mahomed informing him that Oude had been
taken by the British, and that, as they supposed, Hydrabad
would follow, there wculd soon be no stronghold of Islam left
in Hindoostan, and unless some effort were made the cause of
true believers would be lost. In the event of the Mahomedans
of Oude entering on any plan, they wished to know what aid
they might expeet from the Dost. The sagacious reply to this
application was stated by the writer to be “ What will be,
remains to be seen.”
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ExcrLosure (4) 10 1.

5. List of Collections made in the Umballa District on
account of 6 per cent. Loan.

Name of Tehseel. Amount. REMARKS,
Rs,

Sudder . ., . . 78,100
Umballa . . . . 40:100
Jagadree . ., . . 54,300
Roopur . . . 385.200
Khurrur . . . . 34,800
Narainghur 18,600
Total . Co’s Rs. 2,61,200

Dy. ComMRr.’s OFFPICE : } T. D. FORSYTH,

Umballa, 22nd Jany. 1858. Deputy Commissioner.

ExcrLosure (5) To 1.

6. From Captain J. M. Crirrs, Offg. Deputy Commissioner,
Ferozepore, to G. C. BarxEs, Esquire, Commissioner and Su-
perintendent, Cis-Sutlej States,—No, 20, dated Ferozepore,

30th January 1858.

As directed, I have the honor to fortvard a narrative of

occurrences in the Ferozepore station and district during the
disturbed period since May 1857.

Having been myself in charge of the Gujranwala District
during the above-mentioned crisis, I have, agreeably to request,
submitted a full account of all the measures adopted there for
preservation of peace ; and for justice to all parties here have
obtained the annexed narrative from Captain Mercer, As-
sistant Commissioner, who has ably set forth the bare facts,
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ENcLOSURE TO 6.

7. Narrative of events at Ferozepore during the rebellion of 1857,
by Captain T. W. MercEr, Assistant Commissioner,—dated
28th January 1858,

1. During the month of March some signs of disaffection

were evinced in the 57th Regiment Native Infantry. Placards
threatening the life of the Commanding Officer in return for
some supposed grievance had been stuck up at the Brigadier’s
house.

2. Asepoy of that regiment had been excommunicated
by his comrades for handling one of the new Enfield rifles and
was forced to seek refuge in the Regimental Hospital.

8. At a Court of Enquiry a Native Officer had openly
declared that it was the intention of the sepoys of the 57th to
refuse the Enfield cartridges,

4, It was rumoured that moetings were held in the
lines, and measures had just been proposed between the Mili-
tary and Civil authorities to ascertain the object of these and
to prevent the incendiarisms which had occurred in other
stations, when the intelligence of the events at Meerut and
Delhi were reccived by express from Lahore on the 13th May.

5. It was supposed that the 57th Native Infaﬁtry was
the only regiment here bittzn by ths cartridge mania, as the
45th had expressed their contempt of such conduct, and had
said they were willing to take any cartridges that were served
out to them,

6. There was the greater reason to believe in the sincerity
of the 43th as the two regiments were not on good terms.

7. It was not known that the 10th Light Cavalry had
taken any part in the discussion. '

-~ 8. On receipt of the disastrous news from Dehlee,
Brigadier P. Innes," who had only assumed command of the
station . the day before, after consulting the Commanding
Officers of Regiments, determined on separating the 45th and
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57th Regiments and move them out of cantonments, the 45th
to take up a position on the Loodians Road near the ice-pits,
and the 57th on the extreme left of cautonments near the
European burial ground. A company of Europeans was
ordered into the intrenchment containing the vast stores of the
Forozepore Magagine,

9. All the ladies and Christian residente of the station
were ordered up immediately to the European barracks.

10. The Artillery (Captain Woodcock’s Light Field
Battery) was also ordered to attach itself to the European
Regiment (Her Majesty’s 61st Regiment), but by some mie-
take proceeded to the intrenchment instead, where, owing to
the confusion that prevailed in admitting a large train of
Government cattle, &c., it was for some time inextricably fixed
and its services rendered unavailable for immediate operations
against the mutineers.

11. The two Native Regiments moved off quietly from
their parades. The 45th Native Infantry marched through
the Sudder Bazaar. Even here all was quiet, and no demons-
trations of any kind made,

12. When nearing the intrenchment, Lieutenant-Colonel
Liptrap, Commanding the Regiment, found the column inclin-

ing towards the glacis and that the men were getting beyond
control,

13. It had hardly become evident that mischief was
contemplated when the three leading companies of the column
made a deliberate attack upon the northern face of the in-
trenchment, ascending the parapet (then in a very dilapidated
state) and effecting an entry into the Eastern Gate, known as
the Shot Yard Gate. -

14. The design of the mutineers intuitively forced itself
on the minds of the British soldiers, and in an instant the
attack was repulsed by the bayonet. The Europeans had not
time to load before s second attempt was made by the mutineers
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to force the gateway, which was as quickly repulsed. In this
attack Major Redmond, of Her Majesty’s 61st, was wounded
severely. Thus was the magazine saved from falling into the
hands of traitors. Had they succeeded in gaining a footing
within the magazine, they would doubtless have been joined at
once by all the other Native Troops in the garrison and
speedily reinforced by all the disaffected regiments at Lahore
and the neighbouring stations.

15. Disappointed in this audacious scheme, the sepoys
returned with an air of aggrievance into the ranks of the
regiment. The main body moved off under the Commandmg
Officer to the ground selected for their encampment.

16. It is not for me to record all that passed while the
men remained with their officers, but I believe that more than
once were their lives threatened during the night.

17. The day closed, and with it began the work of
destruction in the cantonments.

The sepoys, intoxicated with bhang, exasperated with rage
and disappointment, proceeded in bodies into the cantonments
with long torches, and in the course of half an hour the whole
cantonment was in flames. The 2 Churches, 17 officers’ houses
and other public buildings were burnt to the ground,

18. The officers of the 45th remained with their colors
during the entire night, making every effort to restore con-
fidence and quiet the minds of the men. About 150 men
refusing to join their comrades in mutiny affected loyalty
and devotion to their officers and colors.

19. The 57th Native Infantry remained inactive during
the night, and it is not known that any of them took any
active part in the burning of cantonments,

Some were deluded enough to attribute their inertness to
the loyalty of the regiment.
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The most reasonable construction of it is that, finding
their plot defeated by the precautions taken and the alertness
of the Europeans, they determined to bide the further issue of
events.

20. Early the next morning the magazines of both
regiments were blown up by order of the Brigadier, to prevent
the mutineers from getting possession of the ammunition. The
Brigadier seemed to anticipate some difficulty in removing
this ammunition, and therefore adopted what he considered
the safest course. The same consideration determined him to
sacrifice the private property in cantonments rather than risk
the loss of the barracks and endanger the security of the
magazine by detaching Europeans at night to oppose the
mutineers engaged in firing the cantonments.

21. At daylight of the 14th, Major Marsden and Captain
Mercer proceeded to the Kutcherry to remove the treasure to
the fort. This was done under an escort consisting of part of
the Treasury Guard from the 45th Native Infantry, a few
sowars of the 9th Irregular Cavalry, and about 20 men of the
Sooruj Mookhee Police Battalion. This portion of the 45th
Native Infantry Guard immediately after joined the mutineers.
It is a strange feature in the proceedings of that night that all
the buildings and private houses protected by guards from the
mutinous regiments were preserved.

One act of bravery and devotion performed that night is
deserving of record. While the Church was yet in flames and
the cantonment swarming with mutineers, who had evinced
their fanaticism by first igniting the sacred edifices, the Rev-
erend Mr. Maltby contrived alone to enter the Church and
rescue the registers from the vestry.

22. It was immediately discovered that some men in the
magazine had been playing into the hands of the mutineers,
and that aid had been obtained also from the Sudder Kotwal,
who is believed to have supplied them with scaling ladders.
He was afterwards tried by General Court-martial and
sentenced to 14 years’ imprisonment in banishment.
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28. On the 14th the whole of the 45th Native Infantry,
with the exception of 133 men, went off with their arms and
colors. A considerable portion of the 57th Native Infantry
did the same.

The remnants of the regiments were marched into the
European barrack square and disarmed. These were disbanded
a few days after by orders of the Punjab Government.

The 10th Light Cavalry had hitherto behaved well and
appeared willing to oppose the mutineers, but, although
engaged with the Artillery in the pursuit of the mutineers,
they were never brought into actual contact. They, however,
were much lauded for the ready manner in which they under-
took some very fatiguing duties and received the thanks of the
Commander-in-Chief.

24. Immediate measures were taken to strengthen the
defences of the intrenchment, to discard suspicious men, and
to protect the vast stores and property of Government.

The utmost energy was displayed by Captain Lewis, who
was appointed to command within the intrenched camp, and in
a few days, under the able direction of Mr. H. LeMesurier,
Resident Engineer, whose services were volunteered, the slopes
of the parapet were repaired, the ditch deepened, a large
quantity of powder (about 7,000 barrels) was buried in pits,
the inner walls of the magazine were loopholed, and places of
shelter for the Europeans were erected and other works of
defence rapidly completed. Guns were mounted and placed in
battery, and the place rendered capable of resisting any sudden
attack.

25. Whilst by these arrangements the lives of the
Christian residents were preserved and Government property
secured and no immediate surprise gave any hope of success
to the mutineers, the information from Lahore and elsewhere
warned us that the plot was thickening, and that the neigh-
bouring districts of Bhutteeana and Hurreeana were in revolt,
and that danger was not confined to the military stations,
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26. To prevent the troops at Lahore or the stations in
the Doab from crossing the River Sutlej into this district,
the ferries were stopped and the boats brought over to this
side. The boats from the small ferries were removed to the
Hurreekee Ghat and bridge-of-boats. The bridge was broken
and communication was thus cut off.

In order to strengthen the hands of the Military author-
hi ' ities and to preserve order in the
is measure was fully
sanctioned by the Chief district, General Van Cortlandt was
Commissioner. requested to raise a levy of Sikhs, and
before the 1st June 500 men were under a course of drill.

About 200 horsemen and 40 footmen were obtained from
Putteeala, 140 sowars. the neighbouring States and the Ja-
Ingeordarm, 10 somars, - Geerdars of the district, who one and
Furreed Kote, 40 foot-  all were prompt in their assistance and

e cordial in their expressions of loyalty.

An increase of 157 burkundazes was made to the Police
establishment, and chowkees established to watch the ghats
and fords and to take up suspicious-looking people passing up
the main roads. The Police were weeded and some Hindoo-
stanees removed.

The Police conducted themselves well throughout, and
effccted the capture of 150 fugitive sepoys, permitted no
gatherings of the village people, and gave prompt and accu-
rate information.

27, The tide of rebellion rolling up the Delhee Division
to the very frontier of this district created some alarm and
threatened danger, a few cases of highway robbery occurred
and cattle theft slightly increased ; but this was happily sup-
pressed by the presence of General Van Cortlandt’s Irregular
Force which took the ficld on the 8th June and by the
execution of every highway robber that was captured. The
people generally were quiet and well disposed ; no resistance
was offered to the police; and, notwithstanding the wild
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reports circulated by evil-disposed persons within the can-
tonment bazaars, the faith of the people in the British
Government did not seem to be shaken.

28. Major Marsden, although uncommunicative, seemed
to inspire confidence by his determination of character and
never wavering sense of justice. His Assistants, Mr. Melvill,
C. 8, and Mr. W. C. Wood, zealously aided him by unremit-
ting attention to their duties and in disabusing the minds of
the people of the lying reports afloat.

The courts were open as usual without intermission and
the interests of the people were not allowed to suffer.

29. On the 13th June Major Marsden proceeded to-
wards Jeytoo with the right wing of the 10th Light Cavalry
and two guns to punish a faqueer by name Sham Dass, who
had set up the standard of rebellion in the Rajah of Nabha’s
territory and had collected a large number of followers
variously estimated at from 3,000 to 5,000 men. The
expedition was attended with the most complete success.
The insurgents were followed to the village of Dubree
Kbana, where after some resistance the place was taken
and burnt, their leader captured and hung. The conduct
of the 10th Light Cavalry in this affair was noticed as
“ conspicuous and gallant. ”’

30. On the 17th and 18th June the Sudder Bazaar and
city residents were deprived of all arms in pursuance of Act
VIII of 1857.

31. The presence of General Van Cortlandt’s Irregular
Force in the Bhutteeana territory, which with the auxiliaries
of the Native Chiefs numbered about 5,000 men of all arms,
completely restored order in the bordering districts, and it was
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resolved to reinforce the Delhee Field Force with a wing of

Her Majesty’s 61st from this garrison. The men marched
from here on the 13th June in the highest spirits and after a
notice of only five hours.

About this time also all the available Artillerymen from
the Reserve Company were despatched to Dehlee by bullock
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82. A transport train had been established under the
saperintendence of Captain Briggs, and stores and ammuni-
tion were daily despatched to Dehlee.

Not a single instance was known of the Government
stores having been robbed on this side of Umballa, although
they had no other escort than could be provided from the
Police on the Grand Trunk Road.

83. Nothing disturbed the quiet of the district, although
it was afterwards known that emissaries from Dehlee had been
at work and endeavouring to seduce the people from their
allegiance.

The sum of Company’s rupees 1,50,600 was collected in
the district as contributions towards the Government 6 per
cent. loan. The revenue was collected as usual without any
difficulty.

34. After the outbreak of the 9th Light Cavalry and
46th Native Infantry at Sealkote, it was considered no longer
safe to leave arms in the hands of any Hindoostanee Regiment
in the Punjab, and orders were received from Lahore by express
to dismount and disarm the 10th Light Cavalry.

This was done the next morning, the 11th July. The
regiment having to this time conducted itself sans reprocie,
this measure was deeply felt by both officers and men. Some
display of temper was evinced as the men delivered up their
arms, but the presence of the Europeans in the vicinity
effectually checked any further demonstration.

The horses of the Cavalry were from this time picketed
near the guns of the Artillery, half the men being left with
the horses and half in the Cavalry Lines at the further end of
the station.

From this time till the 1Sth August, when orders were
received to send the horses of the 10th Light Cavalry to
Lahore, the regiment remained quiet and no further restraint
was considered necessary or advisable. But correspondence of
a seditious nature addressed to men of influence in the regi-
ment was intercepted, and information was obtained that the
regiment was preparing to break away; but all such reports
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were considered vexatious, and there were few that questioned
the loyalty of the men.

85. My information, however, proved perfectly correct,
for on the morning of the 19th August the regiment broke
into mutiny in the following manner : —

On a preconcerted arrangement some men from the Cav-
alry Lines armed with zu/wars which had been concealed when
the lines were searched, and some few with firearms joined
their comrades in camp with the horses, and taking advantage
of the hour when the Europeans were at dinner made a
sudden rush upon the guns, cutting down the European
sentries. They found the syces ready enough to harness the
horses, and the mutineers seemed to have entertained a vain
hope of getting away the guns. '

The delusion vanished on the appearance of the Europeans,
who rushed immediately from the barracks and recovered the
guns, bayoneting some of the sowars. In the meantime some
60 or 70 horses had been cut away from the Cavalry picket
and some few from the Artillery. A gun from the nearest
bastion in the entrenchment was immediately opened upon the
Cavalry camp, killing but few of the sowars and unfortunate-
ly destroying a large number of the Government horses. The
sowars made good their escape through the cantonments to
their own lines, where they were joined by others of the
regiment, and, having seized all the officers’ chargers they
could lay hands on and any horse or pony they found, they
rode quietly off in the direction of Bhattinda and Hansie.
The new Sikh Regiment under Captain Salmon were soon
under arms, but what had occurred was done so quickly that
the Sikhs had not time ‘to intercept the mutineers when
passing through cantonments, and they .were soon obliged
to abandon the pursuit -as hopeless.

Major Marsden with 45 of the Putteeala horsemen followed
the mutineers for some miles, but could not get them to close
upon them. He was at one time placed in great jeopardy by
their abandoning him at a oritical moment, and for a time
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sustained a conflict with two men single-handed.  Left alone
on the field, he was forced to return.

The road taken by the mutineers was inaccessible for
Artillery, and the pursuit was abandoned. The Dogur Chief,
Jeymul, was offered a large reward to take some followers in
pursuit and cut up the mutineers and bring back their horses,
but they were never overtaken. About 200 of them thus
escaped. It was said that a good many of these men were
afterwards killed at the affair at Mungalee in the Hansie
District.

36. Almost all the ladies in the station were in their
bungalows, when the mutiny broke out, in the greatest alarm,
but no attempt was made by the sowars to enter the com-
pounds.

Mr. Nelson, Veterinary Surgeon of the 10th Light
Cavalry, was met by some sowars when endeavouring to
escape from his own house to the fort, and was cut down

and afterwards cruelly murdered by some grass-cutters.

Three Europeans were killed and three (one female) severely
wounded.

About 15 mutineers were killed and 2 afterwards blown
away from guns ; 10 were afterwards captured and hanged
at Loodiana; 25 of the Artillery syces were transported for
life by sentence of General Court-martial.

87. Of the mutineers captured since the 13th May —

44 were imprisoned for life ;
2 were imprisoned for 14 years ;
2 were imprisoned for 10 years ;
46 were imprisoned for 7 years ;
8 were imprisoned for smaller periods ;
2 were hanged ;

11 were blown from guns.

In the Civil jail 18 persons were executed, including the
Nawab of Raneeah, who plundered the town of Sirsa and pro-
claimed the restoration of the Mogul Empire.

Thus ended all the disturbances in this station.
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38. The event of all others which excited perhaps the
greatest interest to the British public in these parts, pregnant
at it was with such important results, was the despatch of the
Siege Train to Dehlee on the 26th August.

With a new and inexperienced establishment, and many
difficulties to overcome, Captain Lewis was never heard to
speak of them, but with his subordinates laboured night and
day to comply with all the demands for the Army before
Dehlee and the large irregular force and levies that sprung
into existence in the Punjab during those few eventful
months.

More than 2,000 cart-loads of ammunition and military
stores were despatched from this magazine to the seat of war
between the 13th May and 14th September, and finally the
Artillery and Engineer Park were rendered efficient enough
with workmen, artificers, ordnance and stores, to bring to a
successful and glorious termination the ever-memorable siege
of Dehlee.

Excrosure (6) To 1.

8. From Lord Wx. Hur, Deputy Commissioner, Stmla, to
@G. C. B4rngs, Esquire, Commissioner and Superintendent,
Qis-Sutlej States, Umballa,—~No. &4, dated Camp, 6th
February 1858.

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter
No. 17, dated 18th January, calling for a narrative of events
which occurred during the past year in the Simla Hills con-
nected with the disturbances occasioned by the mutiny of

the Bengal Army.

2. The news of the Meerutt and Dehli massacres
reached Simla on the night of the 13th of May, and at a
very early hour the following morning I received a letter
from Colonel Becher, Quartermaster-General of the Army,
intimating that His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and
Staff would in the course of the day proceed to Umballa,
and requesting me to forward orders to the officers in

8

Despatch of
Siege Train
and ordnance
stores to
Delhi.

Report on

events in
Simla.

Receipt of
news of Mue
tiny.



Departure of
Commander-
in-Chief for
plains,

Doubtful
loyalty of
Gurkhas.

Alarm of resi-
dents and
precautionary
measures,

58 MUTINY REPORTS. [ Caae.

command of the regiments stationed in the Hills to move
down with the least possible delay., The Goorkha Regiment
at Jutogh was also directed to march as soon as practicable,
and I lost no time in arranging for the relicf of their guards
in the three cantonments as well as in Simla.

The guard at Barnes Court was marched off while I was
there, and His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief and Staff
started for the plains at about 11 a.ur,

3. Before, however, leaving Barnes Court, my Kotwal,
who happened to be in attendance, brought to my notice that
he had overheard the men of the guard make use of very
questionable language, and on that account begged me to be
on the alert.

I was soon after informed that the same party had loudly
hissed Mr. Peake as they passed him on their way to Jutogh.
When questioned by me on the subject, Mr. Peake entirely
confirmed the report and declared that more than half of the
guard greeted him with a loud and unmistakable “hiss,”” and
further that they all appeared much excited, and were eagerly
listening to a man who, keeping somewhat ahead of the rest,
talked and gesticulated in a most unusual and energetic
fashion.

From other trustworthy quarters I ascertained that men
of the regiment had used language of a very insubordinate
and mutinous character, and that several had declared their
determination not to move a step from Jutogh.

4. The fearful intelligence from the plains, the very ques-
tionable fidelity of the Goorkhas, and the unprotected state of
the station naturally produced the greatest alarm amongst the
European residents, and some of them early on the morning
of the 14th May applied to Colonel Chester, Adjutant-General
of the Army, and obtained an order on the J utogh Magazine
for a supply of muskets and ammunition, for the conveyance
of which I was requested to make the necessary arrangements.

A meeting of the residents was also called for the pur-
pose of taking measures for the protection of life and property.
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5. The greater part of the day I was fully occupied in
making arrangements for the supply of carriage to the Head-
Quarters Staff and with a thousand other matters connected
with the emergency.

My great object was to get the Nusseeree Regiment out
of the hills, and this I hoped to do, though requiring upwards
of 700 coolies for the transport of its baggage, the following
day.

6. 1In the afternoon I rode over to Jutogh to look after
the muskets which, though seut for in the morning, had
not yet made their appearance. I saw them on their way
to Simla, and on my return joined the meeting of residents at
Mr. Peterson’s house. It was attended by almost every
European in the place, about 120. A Committee of Safety
had been appointed ; a sort of Militia organized; such arms
and ammunition as could be procured distributed; picquets
and patrols told off ; a place of rendezvous selected—in short,
everything was done calculated to protect the station against
all contingencies.

7. The next morning, the 15th, I again visited Jutogh.
The coolies were arriving and the regiment was to march the
same afternoon. I returned to Simla, but soon after (about
2 P. 31.) again rode towards the cantonment.

Just as I got about three-qnarters of a mile from the
station, a most unexpected sound of shouting and violent
altercation fell on my ears. I observed natives flying in
every direction : some, chiefly coolies, to the tops of the neigh-
bouring heights ; others, mostly bunyas and tradespeople,
towards Simla.

8. Isaw and heard quite cnough to convince me that
the regiment had mutinied.

9. Those whom I interrogated told me much the same
tale, v¢z., that just as the baggage of the regiment was about
to be moved, one of the sepoys cried out ¢ They are taking
away our magazine. What shall we do without our maga-
Zine?”
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This was the signal for a general outery, in which every
scpoy in the place joined. The coolies were ordered to leave
their loads, and were driven with blows out of the station.

The men declared that nothing would induce them to
march ; the name of the Commander-in-Chief was frequently
mentioned in terms of the greatest disapprobation. - The sepoys
demanded with the most angry demonstrations that he should
be given up to them and made to answer with his blood for
the attempts which had been made to interfere with their
religion and destroy their caste.

10. T subsequently learnt that the men of the regiment
were fully convinced that General Anson was secreted in
Jutogh, and it was a matter of the greatest difficulty to per-
suade them that he was not concealed in Major Bagot’s house.

Some days after a Goorkha declared to me his perfect
conviction that the Commander-in-Chief was still lurking
about Simla; that he had shaved his beard and had assumed
a disguise ; but that under any circumstances he would never
reach Umballa alive, 8o strong was the feeling against him
among the sepoys.

11. I remained where I had pulled up for some time
longer in hopes that the commotion would subside and that
the regiment would still be got to make a start; but, as the
shouting and excitement seemed to be rather on the increase
than the contrary, I rapidly returned to Simla, informed the
residents of the exact state of affairs; warned them to be
prepared for anything that might happen; proceeded to my
own house, remained there only a few minutes, and then
hastened back to Jutogh.

12. On reaching the spot where I first stopped I again
pulled up. The sound of voices was loud as ever. 1 was
informed that the European officers had vainly endeavoured to
pacify their men ; that they had met with nothing but insub-
ordination and ill-treatment ; that the dep8t men had been
ignominiously turned out of the station; and that the sepoys
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had loudly threatened, and had been more than once on the
point of putting their threat into execution, to plunder and
burn the houses at Simla.

Such being the condition of affairs, I considered what
line of conduct I should adopt.

I judged that it would be utter folly to place myself
in the power of the mutineers, which I should of course do by
riding into the cantonments ; that without a force sufficiently
strong it would be worse than useless to attempt coercion ; and
that therefore the only other course which was open to me
was to endeavour to allay the excitement by measures of a
conciliatory nature.

I considered that by this means I should at least gain
time and enable the European residents either to make good
their retreat to the other stations in the hills or to take
effective measures for protecting themselves at Simla.

I had to decide whether the few Europeans in the station
were warranted in maintaining the hostile attitude which they
had assumed towards the Goorkhas at all risks and at any haz-
ard, or whether it would not be more expedient to allay their
excitement and if possible bring them to a sense of their duty.
I had only a few moments in which to make up my mind., The
juncture was an unprecedented one. I was responsible for the
safety of many hundreds of women and children scattered over
miles of hillside. I had only about 80 Europeans on whom
I could really rely, and they were only partially armed and
badly off for ammunition. I knew that danger was to be
apprehended not only from the mutineers of the Nusseerce
Regiment, but from the inhabitants of the Simla Bazaar, from
the rascals who infest every native bazaar.

The occurrences at Dehli and Meerutt were quite fresh,
and T apprehended that similar advantage might be taken of
the unprotected state of property to perpetrate like iniquities,

What, from first to last, I most dreaded was what I could
not possibly guard against. I feared that some scoundrel would
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seck to precipitate matters and bring on a general riot by
firing one of the many isolated and unguarded bungalows. I
feared lest this should happen, for I knew what the conse-
quences would be. A scene of plunder—confusion —would
follow which no exertions of mine could check before the

commission of incaleulable mischief.

The very thing occurred at Loodhiana which T thoucht
might bappen at Simla, and which would have happened if
order had not heen speedily restored.  The passaze of a party
of mutinous troops through the station was the signal for a
set of budmashes to commence looting the empty hungalows

of the European residents.

13.
mind while sitting on my horse listening to the loud and
I soon made up my mind

Such wore the thoughts which passed through my

continuous roar of mutinous volices.
that it was my duty to abandon all idea of coercion and to
endeavour to do what I could by conciliation.

14. Accordingly I despatched into the cantonment a
Native Chief, Miya Ruttun Singh, uncle to the Rajah of
Mundee, who happened to be with me, with a message from
myself to the mutineers to the effect that I was close at hand
and both ready and willing to hear what they had to say and
as far as lay in my power to redress their grievances. His
mission did no sort of good, but the Miva descrves credit
for the alacrity with which he obeyed me and undertook a
service not unattended with risk.

15. But soon after he had gone I forwarded by a Goor-
kha-looking individual (the only man I conld induce to take
a letter into the cantonment) a few hastily-written lines to
Major Bagot requesting him to come and speak to me. I
saw the messenger enter the cantonment, and in a few seconds
the sound of voices, which had continued for several hours
without interruption, suddenly ceased. Shortly after, pale
and exhausted, Major Bagot, accompanied by two Goorkhas,
deputed by the rest of the men, issued from the cantonment
and came to where I was.
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16. The two men at once commenced a detail of their
alleged grievances. Their language and demeanour were
respectful, but they were evidently in a state of the greatest
excitement. They complained that by relieving their guard
over the Treasury, by taking their arms and ammunition,
by establishing patrols, the European residents at Simla
had shewn a want of confidence in them which was not
deserved ; they went on to say that the introduction of the
greased cartridge, the distribution of atéak adulterated with
bone dust, the establishment of tolls, and the promulgation
of certain orders relative to their pay were indications of a
change of policy which boded nothing but evil to them and
religion.

In reply I pointed out that when the former Nusseeree
Regiment, now the GGth, was ordered to the plains on the
occasion of the First Sikh War, their guard over the Treasury
was relieved ; that the tales about greased cartridges and
adulterated atfak were pure fabrications ; and that Government
had never discovered (si¢) the slightest disposition to meddle
with their religions. I further reminded them that Govern-
ment had always placed marked confidence in its Goorkha
Regiments; that their being ordered down with the European
Regiment was an additional and special mark of the trust
reposed in them ; and that their guards were relieved with no
other object than that of swelling to the utmost our force
of soldiers on which we could place complete reliance.

To this they answered that no good could result from
their going down to the plains; that the magazine at Phillour
had probably fallen into the hands of the sepoys ; and that in
any case they were determined not to fight against their
‘bhais.” I replied that they would find the Fort of Phillour
still in our hands ; that whatever the Poorbeeas might do, I
was perfectly confident their real ¢bhais’—the men of the
66th, the Sirmoor and Kumaon Regiments—would remain
faithful to their salt ; and I ended by saying that to shew that
confidence was reposed in them I was ready to restore their
guards, their muskets and ammunition, and give them the
advance of pay they required.
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17. To this they said they would consult their comrades,
and then returned to the cantonment. Not long after I was
informed by Major Bagot that his men had expressed them-
selves eatisfied and had gone quietly to their lines.

18. Just about this time Sir E. Campbell with a party
of gentlemen rode up and informed me that they were deputed
by the residents to consult with me as to what line of policy
should under the circumstances be adopted. I explained to
Sir Edward my views and what I had done. He said he
entirely agreed with me, but that I should have the greatest
difficulty in inducing the rest to take the same view, for they
had made up their minds to resist to the last and grant no
concessions.

19. On my arrival at the Bank, the place of rendezvous,
I briefly narrated all that had passed, and satisfied nearly all
who were present, that, taking everything into consideration,
I had acted for the best. And if any doubts on the point still
lingered in my mind, they were completely removed when
I observed the crowds of helpless women and children, the
defenceless and isolated position of the Bank House, the want
of water and provisions, the difficulty of obtaining them, the
unsteadiness of some of those on whom I had to depend, the
scarcity of water, and not the least when I considered how
near we were to a bazaar crowded with low Mahomedan and
bad characters of every caste and description.

20. The assurances which I gave of the absence of any
immediate grounds for fear induced many ladies to return
to their houses. Some 80 or 90 persous, including myself,
remained to a much later hour. I did not myself get home
before dawn of day, and at about six o’clock was again on
my way to Jutogh to meet the men coming in to resume

charge of their guards.

21. I met the party commanded in person by Major
Bagot a few yards from the cantonment, and was surprised to
find it larger than was at all nccessary.
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Major Bagot informed me that he was going to make the
Bank over to a guard and asked me to say a few words to
his men. After doing so I turned and rode back to Simla.

22. Placing a guard over the Bank was an arrangement
which I had not contemplated, and the fact of Major Bagot’s
deeming it necessary or expedient to agree to it affords a
convincing proof that he was still doubtful of his men, or
at least that they were not completely under his control.

I regarded it as a clear indication that the regiment was
not to be trusted. But long before I had an opportunity of
giving expression to my convictions the residents of Simla
had fully made up their minds on the point before I got back
to the station and had commenced leaving it with the utmost
precipitancy. '

23. When asked my opinion as to whether it was
advisable to remain in the station, I said decidedly that
implicit faith was not to be placed in the regiment, and that,
though I did not think there was ground to anticipate any
immediate danger, I was of opinion that it would be wise to
withdraw the ladies.

Whether I was right or wrong in giving this advice I
leave to others to decide. Of one thing I am quite certain,
namely, that nothing I could say or do would have prevailed
to stop or in any way check the flight of the Europeans
from Simla.

24. Some took refuge at Junga, the residence of the
Rana of Keonthul, others with the Thakurs of Kotee or
Bulsun; while the remainder sought safety in the Hill
Cantonments of Dugshai, Subathoo and Kussowlie. In the
burry of the moment few provided themselves with suitable
means of conveyance or with even a small stock of provisions.
Consequently all were exposed to amnoyances and privations ;
many underwent great hardships, while a few met with
severe injuries. Happily they experienced much kindness
at the hands of the Hill Chiefs ; and, as the Goorkhas shortly
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after marched for the plains, confidence was gradually restored
and the inconveniences to which all had been more or less
subjected were soon forgotten.

25. I will now briefly detail what occurred about the
same time at Kussowlie.

When the news of what was taking place at Simla
reached that station, the authorities deemed it expedient to
endeavour to obtain possession of the treasure under the Goor-
kha Guard. This was, I think, an error in judgment.

Two courses were open for adoption : the one was at once
to overpower the guard and take forcible posscssion of their
arms and the treasure in their keeping ; the other was to let
them alone, but at the same time to keep a strict watch over
their actions. The Officer in Command of the Station had
upwards of 50 European soldiers at his disposal. The Goorkha
Guard  scarcely numbered so many. Coercion - was quite
practicable. Was it expedient ?  This question was answered
in the negative. It was thought that coercive measures would
be very likely to exasperate the men at Jutogh and incite them
to retaliate on the unprotected Europeans at Simla. Under
this view of the case it is clear that the proper course was
not to meddle at all with the Goorkhas, but to leave them in
undisturbed charge of the treasure; at the same time to take
effectual measures to prevent any disturbance or the removal
of a single rupee.

With the force at Captain Blackall’s disposal nothing
could be easier, but instead of this the suspicions of the
Goorkhas were excited by the removal of a portion of the
treasure under the pretext of placing it in a more secure
place. And after 40,000 rupees had been carrie